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PREFACE 



' I ''ll IS little book of 41 Considerations 
1 upon the Lord's Prayer” is one of 
I hr < ulh I of Lather Henson’s works, and 
In l"iif been out of print Since his 
• I* .ith many have inquired for it, and de- 
in* I that it might be reprinted. Slight 
.» it is in form, it will be found to 
pnv.rv the gem of all that our Founder 
lived to teach later on. Those who learnt 
limit from him were specially impressed 
l»\ his doctrine of Christian prayer, and 
till more by his daily personal life as 
representing practically a state of prayer. 
( )n this account the present moment is 
thought appropriate for a reissue of the 
little book, just as we are preparing to 
ircrivc in the Mission a national call to 
prayer, and are hoping to be taught more 
of the mystery of the prayerful life. 

The opening words of the introductory 
chapter give us at once the Father’s con- 
viction of the supreme place of prayer : 
in 
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“ Prayer ,” he writes, 14 is the great work of 
life!' And this might be illustrated from 
all his books. For example, in an address 
on Mental Prayer, given in the year 1874, 
he said, “ It is in mental prayer that the 
soul really enters into union with God. 

. . . While we are acting in mental prayer 
we are living, when we cease to act in 
mental prayer vve are dead. Prayer, this 
interior prayer, is the very act by which 
the soul lives. . . . We must not come to 
mental prayer as if God were very far off, 
and we had to make an effort to reach 
Him. God rather comes near to us and 
takes hold of us, to see if He can bring us 
so simply to love Him and trust Him that 
He may reveal to us His glory. And the 
great matter of our prayer is speaking 
with God, and developing certain affec- 
tions. Some intellectual points are given 
to us for meditation, but they are com- 
paratively matters ol indifference. It 
matters but very little by what gate we 
enter into the heavenly city, if only we 
enter in ; but it is the speaking with the 
great King which is the real matter. And 
when we speak with Him, and He with 

us, what is the result ? . . . The Word of 

• ' 
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1. lh <• Word of the Creator, and when 
lli Word comes to the soul of a man it 
• n .ilr ,i consciousness within the soul. 

. He: creates some affections within 
*1, lor God is Love — some affections in 
vvhli h lie Himself may live and act. 
When lie comes and speaks within the 
.Mill in its prayer, He wakes up the dead 
01 slumbering affections of nature to a 
divine life. It is as if His breath, passing 
over a garden that had been entirely de- 
nt myed by the frost, suddenly made all 
the fruit trees in it to germinate, and stand 
out in all the promise of a rich crop. So 
over the frostbitten soul of man the 
breath of God passes when we come near 
to Him in mental prayer, and all the frost- 
bitten faculties come to a new life, and 
germinate with a fruitfulness that is not 
their own," 

While I am copying the above, a friend 
shows me a letter from a private soldier 
at the Western Front, He is having the 
usual terrible experience there, and writes, 
“ We are still in the cave ; when I come 
down to it, returning from the front line, 
I always think of the psalm *. . . If I go 
down to hell, Thou art there also . . . 
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Thy right hand shall hold me.* This is 
how 1 practise the presence of God : ei f ery- 
thing I do seems to me to be a following 
of Jesus* and suggests prayer. If it were 
not for that, it would be almost unbear- 
able; but God is Love/’ It is happy 
to find a young private soldier under 
continual shell-fire learning what Father 
Henson learnt on a different battlefield, 
and finding his true life in prayer. 

The reader will forgive me if I quote 
here a few lines from what follows , 1 that 
show us at a time of intense national 
exasperation, and sense of injury sustained, 
what the Father discovered in his prayer 
as to the Christian duty of mutual forgive- 
ness : he is commenting on the petition, 
44 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us ” : — 

41 This is Thy commandment, that we 
believe on the Name of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, according to 
the example of His love. Give us grace, 
by the exercise of Thy love, to abide in 
Thy love. Let the spirit of forgiveness, 
operating in our lives, be the warrant of 
Thy forgiveness, sanctifying our lives. 

1 See p, 86. 



Siij'ln iim not to cherish any thoughts 
M'p.ir.itlng u • one from another, lest we 
llirreb) lx eparated from Thee. Cause 
n mi to value the death of Thy dear Son 
I h it wc may accept His oblation as a 
sufficient gro und of mutual forgiveness, 
* * v 1*11 .is we hope thereby to be forgiven of 
I'hct May our own sin so teach us to 
value Ills work of reconciliation, that we 
may thereby be reconciled to all who have 
wronged us. We cannot have any other 
ground on which to ask pardon of Thee, 
but only His Atonement; nor can we ask 
o! l hec to give mercy for the future ac« 
. circling to any other measure than our own 
grateful application to others of mercy 
received from Thee in the past. We own 
ourselves debtors unto all men by reason 
of the boundless mercy which we have 
received from Thee, the Father of all men. 
All the wrongs we could possibly receive 
could never exhaust the debt we owe to 
Thy mercy. We are indebted to Thee 
clay by day for the renewal of Thy 
mercy. What we have received we must 
give, loving our enemies as Thou, for 
Christ’s sake, lovest us. Help us, there- 
fore, to love all, and to forgive all for 
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whom Christ died, even as we hope, for 
Christ’s sake, to be forgiven of Thee. 
We will forgive because we have been 
forgiven, and because we have need to be 
forgiven. Forgive us, gracious Lord, even 
as we forgive.” 1 

It will be obvious to any one seeking 
help in his prayer from this book that it 
is not intended for recitation, as we say 
Matins or Evensong from the Book of 
Common Prayer, or repeat Collects or 
Litanies from a manual of private devo- 
tion. Its proper use is to supply material 
for mental prayer or meditation. It de- 
mands a private time and place ; and as 
we ponder each sentence slowly, word by 
word, it will be found to supply for medi- 
tation just what in Retreat we look to the 
conductor’s address to give us. 

Those who use the book in this way 
will find in its short, compressed, and 
scriptural sentences the germ of all Father 
Benson’s most characteristic spiritual 
teaching. It keeps us steadily at his 
point of view ; it touches all the most 
elementary Christian truths with the light 
of his original and profound experience ; 



1 pp. 86-88. 
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It weaves into a garment of praise the 
manifold grace 1 revealed in Christ, and 
»r fleets heights and depths in the mystery 
i»l <i*I which in this world the soul only 
reaches in the prayer of contemplation. 

' wom\v xofM’i multiformis Gratia . — i S. Pet. iv. 

f0« 
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THE DIVINE RULE OF 
PRAYER 



CHAPTER 1 



Introduction 



“[ grayer is the great work of life, so 



the Lord’s Prayer is the great form 
and model of prayer. We often use it ; 
but it is to be feared we search too seldom 
into the depths of its meaning. The more 
we search, the more we shall find, “ in the 
compass of a few words, how many utter- 
ances of prophets, evangelists, apostles ; 
how many discourses of Christ, how many 
parables, examples, precepts, are all indi- 
cated 1 How many duties are effected at 
once — honour paid to God by the appella- 
tion of Father, the authority of the faith 
corroborated by His Name, the offering 
of obedience in the submission of will, the 
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avowal of hope in the desire of the king- 
dom, the prayer for life in the mention of 
bread, the confession of sins in the depre- 
cation of punishment, the avoidance of 
temptation in the request for guardian- 
ship ! Is this wonderful ? God alone 
could teach us that He desired for us to 
pray to Him, and the prayer enjoined 
upon us from Him, and by His Spirit 
proceeding out of the Divine mouth, rises 
to heaven, quickened with its own special 
power, commending to the Father what 
the Son has taught .' 1 1 

We might be sure that the prayer given 
to us by our Lord would, in some mea- 
sure, call forth into action all the faculties 
of the soul necessary for a perfect com- 
munion with God. The Lord’s Prayer 
would otherwise be only one among many 
prayers, instead of being, as it is, the rule 
of prayer, the germ of all other devotions, 
the summary of all Divine colloquies, given 
to us, not only that we might say it when 
it suited us, but for us to say at all times, 
because a want which it did not suit would 
be a want unmeet for expression at all. 
“ How great, how many, are the mysteries 
, 1 Tirtullian de Orat. Ch. ix. 
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• the Lord's Prayer, in language briefly 
condensed, but in virtue spiritually abun- 
dant; so that there is nothing whatever 
omitted, nothing that is not included in 
our supplications and prayers by this 
compendium of heavenly teaching." 1 
So completely does the Lord's Prayer 
develop every energy of devout worship 
that we may well take our appreciation of 
its value as a test of our own spiritual 
state. It is not merely a rule by which 
we are to form our prayers, to be after- 
wards forsaken by us when we have learnt 
to pray by ourselves. It is a compen- 
dium of piety, by which we are to form 
and discipline our earliest and simplest 
yearnings ; and in which we are evermore 
to live, realizing the power of Christ as 
sustaining us before the presence of the 
Father, while the words which He Him- 
self dictated to us are uttered by our lips, 
and He Who intercedes for us upon the 
throne of God calls us to take part in His 
intercession, putting the words into our 
mouth by which we may best be heard. 
This is the prayer given to us by Him 
Who is our only Mediator, our Divine 
1 S. Cyp. de Orat. Dom. g. 
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Intercessor, in Whose strength alone we 
can pray so as to be heard. It is for us 
to try and realize the unity of mind in 
which He would join us to Himself by the 
use of His own words. “We have the 
mind of Christ ” by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, the anointing which abides in us to 
teach us all things according to the blessed 
perceptions of our individual experience ; 
but this mind is given to us as members of 
His Body, not as individuals possessing a 
separate existence from one another. As, 
therefore, we need the rule of faith to bind 
us all together in the contemplation of 
things Divine, which rule is supplied by 
the Apostles’ Creed, so we need a rule of 
prayer, to bind us all together in our 
yearnings after the Divine life, and this 
rule we find supplied by the Lord’s Prayer. 
It binds us one to another, and all to 
Christ, as members all of one Body, and 
all quickened by unity under one I lead. 

Amidst all the peculiarities of individual 
temperament and specialty of inner ex- 
periences, we are kept from the vagaries 
of private fancy by being taught to regu- 
late our approach to God by a common 
r.ule. The obligation of united prayer, 
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tht' sanction of the public offices of the 
Church, and all other appointed forms 
and fixed rules of prayer, are found in 
this primary gift of a rule of prayer from 
Christ to His people. We are taught to 
pray as with one voice, that our prayer 
may not be a mere accumulation of 
individual prayers, but the utterance of 
a Divine Breath, speaking through every 
member of the Body of Christ by the 
dictation of the one Divine Heart, which 
communicates its holy impulses to all in 
one harmonious effort. Well may we all 
join in saying together aloud that which 
is so firm a bond of united energy, that 
which, being the outward expression of 
our union, is the test of our individual 
life, for we have life individually only as 
being collectively one. We shall under- 
stand what the Lord’s Prayer is just in 
proportion as we really discipline our- 
selves to its use, and our capacity to use 
it properly will depend very mainly upon 
our having learnt to accept it as a sustain- 
ing bond, by which we may live in the 
power of the voice of Christ, partakers 
thereby of the unity of aspiration com- 
municated to the whole spiritual organism 
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of the communion of saints. How can 
we tire of saying the Lord’s Prayer? We 
may be tired of saying it when we are 
content to be tired of worshipping in 
the unity of t lie Hody of Christ. The 
voice of Christendom — the voice of Christ 
— speaks within us when we say the 
Lord’s Prayer. Tf only our heart could 
understand the mightiness of the utter- 
ance in which we are taking part, we 
should think, not of its simplicity, but 
of our own insignificance — not of the 
multiplicity of our wants, as needing other 
prayers, but of the immensity of its com- 
prehensiveness in which a place is found 
for every want of every sorrowing soul. 

" The Lord’s Prayer excels all others, 
first, in dignity ; for it was given and 
enjoined upon us by Him Who is most 
^ worthy, most excellent, the chief and 
infinite Good, even the very Son of God. 
Secondly, in brevity, for which we may 
assign seven reasons : 

“ i. That it may be quickly known. 

“ 2. That it may be better remembered. 
“ 3. That it may be oftener said. 

“ 4. That there be no weariness in say- 
ing it. 
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" 5. That there be no excuse for being 
ignorant of it. 

“6. That it may be shown how quickly 
God hears. 

11 7. That it may be accompanied with 
more heart than voice. 

“ Thirdly, it excels all in fulness, for 
there are in it seven petitions in which we 
seek the gifts of the Holy Ghost, bv which 
are driven away from us the seven deadly 
sins ; by which are conferred upon us the 
seven characteristics of heart to be avowed 
hereafter with the seven beatitudes. 

41 In it are contained all things that 
we can seek for. Ever)" petition we can 
make is concerned, either with acquiring 
good or averting evil. Every good is 
either of a heavenly and spiritual kind, 
or temporal and earthly. The heavenly 
good is asked for in the second petition, 
Thy kingdom come . The spiritual in the 
third, Thy will be done . The temporal 

in the fourth, Give us our daily bread. 
So in this prayer do we seek for all good, 

“ And as for evil, it must either be past, 
present, or future. We seek to have past 
evil removed when we say, Forgive us our 
trespasses : and future evil when we say, 
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Lead us not into temptation ; and present 
evil when we say, Deliver us from evil . 

" The first petition, Hallowed be Thy 
Name , is, as it were, the warrant and con- 
firmation of the subsequent petitions/’ 1 

If we would accustom ourselves to 
meditate upon the fullness of its meaning 
and the vast reach of its application, we 
should delight in its frequent rej>etition. 
How many a blessing do we miss from 
God because we ask not for it in His own 
words, but turn to the looser compositions 
of men ! How many a vain repetition of 
empty sounds do many betake themselves 
to, because they choose not to dwell upon 
the prayer of Christ with a continuous 
repetition, which, if earnest once, will be 
full of increasing profit according to its 
frequency ? People sometimes think it is 
jy vain repetition to say it over and over 
again. How can the word of Christ be 
vain*? Rather, how shall not any other 
word be much more vain ? This is the 
prayer of all power, for it is the prayer 
of God. 

Some persons, indeed, fancy that the 
very word “ repetition ” used by our Lord 

• 1 S. Thomas A quin . 
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is a warning against saying the same 
prayer more than once. They forget our 
Lord’s own example. When, being in an 
agony, He prayed the more earnestly, He 
showed the truth of His human nature by 
taking the same few words as the utter- 
ance of His burdened heart, and repeating 
them over and over again, as He with- 
drew to spend three successive hours in 
private prayer. Such persons forget also 
the example given us in the Psalms, in 
which there is so often a repetition of 
some leading thought, the same phrases 
recurring again and again. Will it be 
said that such repetition is allowable in 
the Psalms as being poetical ? It is only 
poetical because it is heart-stirring, because 
it is suited for the deepest emotions of our 
nature, whether in love or in fear, in praise 
or deprecation. Earnest feeling is the basis 
of poetical expression, and repetition is the 
expression of the most earnest feeling. 
God forbid that we should have repetition 
in His worship as a mere form of artistic 
elegance or rhythmical finish. Its value, 
whether in the Psalter or elsewhere, arises 
from its being so eminently conducive 
towards the bringing out, and therefore 
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the intensifying, of energetic emotions 
within the heart. Fresh words, and many 
words, by their multiplicity and novelty 
are likely to overpower the simple senti- 
ment which God desires to have evinced 
in those who worship Him. Verbosity 
and easy rhetoric are the characteristics 
of that “ vain re|>etition, M or prosing, which 
our Lord reproves. A few words simply 
expressing the desire of the soul, de- 
veloped in mental applications, earnest 
repetitions, and varied obsecrations, are 
the law of prayer which lie gave to us in 
teaching us this simple form. So has the 
Church delighted to model her prayers 
with a kindred simplicity, and to cherish 
pious feelings in her worshippers by the 
continual introduction into her services of 
the words themselves which our Lord 
gave. The word translated “ vain repeti- 
tion ” does not signify saying the same 
thing over and over again, as if the fre- 
quency of repetition made it vain. Our 
Lord forbids rather the use of many 
words with little meaning. The modern 
sense of repetition has grown up so as to 
give a special colour to the word, but the 
.translators of our Bible merely intended 
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to express by the two words what we 
should call “empty declamation*” 

How contrary to this is the long- 
established practice of the Church ! The 
frequent repetition of the Lord’s Prayer 
has a tendency to develop earnestness of 
feeling in the highest degree by the sim- 
plicity of effort, for the mind is thus left 
unperplexed in pouring out its sense of 
want. Many other qualities necessary to 
prayer follow in like manner, Among 
these may be instanced calmness * which 
arises from the mind having none of those 
disturbances which affect it as it comes to 
the consideration of fresh words ; clearness 
of intelligence , which is apt to be clouded 
by the use of many words ; breadth of 
purpose, the immediate want being referred 
to some one of those general heads in 
which this simple prayer sums up all ; 
well-regulated desire , for instead of details 
of momentary interest occupying all the 
attention, the particular object is made to 
take its proper place in subordination to 
the will of God with reference to our 
general necessities; manifold regard of the 
immediate want , for if the Lord’s Prayer 
is said with special reference to some one 
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thing, that object will necessarily be 
viewed in seven aspects having reference 
to our eternal and temporal interests ; 
brotherly love , for in the use of this prayer 
we are praying both with and for all 
Christians, so that a twofold benefit results 
to 11s — first, we are helped in our prayer 
by the united strength of their prayers, 
secondly, we are kept from resting in any 
private interest, and can only seek ntir 
own good as part of the general good to 
be derived for our brethren ; but, above 
all, confidence of success through faith in 
Christ , for this prayer specially brings anv 
immediate desire of ours into perfect union 
with the intercession of Christ, and the 
mind is drawn by the use of Christ’s own 
words into conscious co-operation with 
Himself, the Mediator Who makes our 
prayers availing. 

We have need to learn how to use 
the Lord’s Prayer. Books cannot teach 
us, nor any spiritual guides. Helps 
they may be, but not more. It is the 
frequent use of the Lord’s Prayer on 
every emergency, at every opportunity, 
with singleness of purpose, for the utter- 
ance of every desire, with endeavour 
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every time we say it, to say it more 
heartily, more intelligently, more faith- 
fully, than the time before — this it is 
which will really bring us to a knowledge 
of its meaning, a love of its perfection, an 
experience of its power. Alas, that its 
words should so often slip from thought- 
less tongues 1 The remedy for such 
thoughtlessness is not to omit the saying 
of it, but to say it the oftener, and to try 
to say it each time better. Other prayers 
we need in order to give lengthened utter- 
ance to our desires. The need of other 
words is not on God’s side, but on ours. 
This prayer would be sufficient for all. 
In it God could see all. We need other 
words because our view of our necessities 
is so limited and so shallow. We cannot 
rest in that simple oblation of the whole 
life. Point after point detains us. We 
need to tell our wants one by one, for we 
cannot sufficiently appreciate them when 
only alluded to in the general. As our 
nature requires, so God Who gave us that 
nature delights that we should bring our 
wants one by one before Him. But if we 
have learnt the blessedness of this divine 
prayer, we shall rejoice to make it the 
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continual refrain of our devotions. We 

shall feel its soothing power, its encourag- 
ing inspiration, as we mingle it at frequent 
intervals with the feebler phrases in which 
the want of the moment is expressed. 
We shall recognize it as the perfecting 
prayer. All our devotions will begin with 
it and end with it. How can we start 
well in our prayer but according to 
Christ’s rule ? With what words can we 
be content to finish but with Christ’s own 
words ? Amidst the words which the 
necessities of the world dictate, we shall 
find it a divine enjoyment to take up 
again and again the words which were 
dictated by the Saviour of the world. 
While we speak to God in other words 
doubtingly, not knowing whether they 
may be for our good, we can in these 
words speak with a perfect filial con- 
fidence. They are good. They comprise 
all good. They bring our minds into 
harmony with the Divine will. The> 
bring the will of God into operation to- 
wards ourselves in the integrity of its 
manifold goodness, for the sanctification 
to us of all things temporal, and our attain- 
ment of everlasting glory. 



CHAPTER II 



The Analysis of the Lord's Prayer 

I T is of the highest consequence for us 
thoroughly to understand what we are 
about in saying the Lord’s Prayer. Per- 
sons weary of saying it often, because they 
really do not know how to say it properly 
once. It should be a daily endeavour with 
us to learn the Lord’s Prayer better. As 
we advance in the sincere appreciation of 
its meaning, we shall advance in all the 
essential qualities of a holy life. Our 
desires are the true expression of our 
character. Worldly desires arise from 
a worldly character. Disproportionate 
anxieties about external matters imply 
the want of a will duly conformed to 
the appointment and manifest will of 
God. When our desires follow on simply 
according to the guidance of the prayer 
of Christ, the heart must have been 
brought into the simplicity of childlike 
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love towards God in Christ. The Lord’s 
Prayer, therefore, includes all the range of 
moral theology. As we bring our efforts 
to its test, we find out their good or their 
evil. That is a good thing, for the success 
of which we can pray. That is a good 
prayer which can be seen to be in har- 
mony with the prayer of Christ. 

In order to arrive at a real sense of 
what the Lord’s Prayer means, it is desir- 
able that we should analyse it, distinguish- 
ing the subject-matter of one petition 
from the subject-matter of the rest, or 
else distinguishing the petitions as dif- 
ferent forms of approaching the same sub- 
ject-matter. The petitions are very wide 
in their comprehension, and it may some- 
times appear to us that the same desire 
finds utterance in more than one of them. 
This will sometimes be the case. The 
petitions, however, are distinct, although 
they may be used for the expression of 
the same desire. The seven petitions 
represent seven aspects of our need. 
The use of a careful analysis is that we 
may see under what aspect any need is 
best and chiefly to be desired. Often- 
times we may bring the same need before 
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God in all its aspects, saying all the seven 
petitions with reference to the same object. 

This unity, combined with multiplicity, 
explains why various writers analyse the 
Prayer so variously. It does not follow 
that various modes of analysis are wrong 
because they differ. If they are accordant 
with the rule of faith, they may be all 
adopted. It may be well for us to bear 
one in mind at one time when we say 
the Prayer, and another at another time. 
Our use of the prayer will thus gain fresh- 
ness and depth. We shall learn the more 
how the successive manifestations of God 
are involved one in the other. One writer, 
for instance, may lead us to consider the 
Advent of Christ’s kingdom of grace as 
chiefly to be desired. Another may apply 
the petition to the kingdom of glory. To 
desire one is to desire the other. In both 
cases, probably, the analysis will lead us 
to understand the comprehensiveness of 
the Prayer. The two will shed a mutual 
light one upon the other. 

Writers of ancient time have delighted 
to draw out things new and old, as they 
made contemplations on the Lord’s Prayer. 
Let us remember that the object of study- 
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ing their writings is that we may learn to 
say it better. We shall do well, therefore, 
to take some one line of thought at a time 
as the guide of our intentions in saying 
the Lord’s Prayer. By this means we shall 
advance to use it with further intentions 
of our own. 

Many are the ways in which the Lord’s 
Prayer may be said. There is first the 
simple repetition of the child, conscious, 
indeed, of uttering great things, but not 
attempting to systematize them. Then 
<vi\\ word after word grow in its signifi- 
cance, as our spiritual perceptions become 
developed. By degrees the vast range 
and comprehensive completeness of the 
Prayer will become evident to us. Then 
we shall see how alt our desires are really 
involved in every one of the petitions, 
under some one or other aspect of their 
desirableness. So will the Lord’s Prayer 
become increasingly the bond of union 
between our own will and the will of God. 
The Prayer which in childhood was our 
only prayer, by reason of its simple brevity, 
will be found, as years advance, and as we 
grow in experience of saintly things, to be 
once more our only prayer, our continual 
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prayer, the beginning, the ending, the 
germ, the norm, the guide, the warrant, 
the life, the strength of all our acts of 
devotion, by reason of its comprehensive 
sublimity. 

Let us now proceed briefly to consider 
some of the ways in which it may be 
analysed. Each of the following sections 
will probably be found useful as a help 
to mental prayer, in connection with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

I. After the invocation there are seven 
clauses. I, 2, 3, relate to things divine 
4» 5, 6, 7 to things temporal. 

“ VVe ought to take notice of the dis- 
tinction which is observable in these seven 
petitions. Our present life is temporal, 
and we hope for life eternal ; but eternal 
interests are prior in dignity, although 
temporal interests are prior in experience, 
as the means by which we come to the 
other. We find the three first petitions 
arranged in analogy with this great law 
of our being. Their fulfilment begins, 
indeed, in this world, for the hallowing 
of God’s Name begins from the very 
Advent of our Lord in humility ; and 
the coming of His kingdom, wherein He 
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is about to come in glory, will be mani- 
fested, not when the age has come to an 
end, but in the end of the age, and the 
doing of His will in earth as in heaven — 
whatever meaning we may put upon earth 
and heaven, as the righteous and sinners, 
or the spirit and the flesh, or the Lord 
and the Church, or all unitedly — will be 
accomplished in the very perfection of 
our beatitude, and so at the termination 
of the age : but all the three will remain 
eternally accomplished. For the hallow- 
fng of God's Name will be eternal, and 
of His kingdom there will be no end, 
and eternal life is promised to uur perfect 
beatitude. Therefore those three desires 
will remain perfected and fulfilled in that 
life which is promised to us. 

“ but the other four petitions which we 
offer seem to me to belong to this tem- 
poral life. 

“ The first of them is — Give ns t/iis day 
our daily bread f Now by the very fact 
of its being called daily bread, whether 
taken for spiritual nourishment or the 
visible communication of nourishment 
in the Sacrament, or in the food of our 
natural life, it clearly belongs to this 
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time, while it is called to-day. Truly, 
indeed, spiritual food is eternal ; but this', 
in Scripture, is called daily, which is 
presented to the soul by the utterance 
of language, or some other outward and 
temporal signs, all of which will be no 
longer when every one shall be taught 
of God, when we shall no longer by bodily 
motion approach the signs of things eter- 
nal, but by purity of mind shall drink in 
the very ineffable light of truth in its 
divine essence. Perhaps, indeed, that is 
the reason why bread is mentioned and 
not drink, because bread turns to our 
nourishment by being broken and eaten, 
as the Scriptures feed the soul by being 
opened and explained ; but drink passes 
into the body all ready prepared, as it is ; 
so that now truth is our bread, and is 
called our daily bread, whereas then it will 
be as drink ; when there will no longer 
be need of disputation and preaching, 
as of breaking and eating, but the simple 
reception of truth in its sincerity and 
proper perspicuity will suffice for our 
supply. So also now is there remission 
of sins, on God's part and on ours ; but 
then there will no longer be any pardon- 
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in g of sins, for there will no longer be any 
sins to pardon. It is likewise in this tem- 
poral life that we are molested by tempta : 
tions, but there will be no more tempta- 
tions when the promise is accomplished 
to us, 4 Thou shalt hide them in the secret 
of Thy presence/ 1 And the evil from 
which we desire to be delivered, and the 
very deliverance from evil, belong espe- 
cially to this life), in which we have 
incurred the sentence of death according 
tp God’s justice, and from which we are 
delivered by His mercy.” 2 

II. A reference to the Holy Trinity 
will be found underlying each division 
of the Prayer ; and this reference will 
be found existing, even though the third 
and seventh clauses be omitted, according 
to the reading of the Prayer which is 
adopted by many ancient writers as the 
more genuine in S. Luke’s Gospel. 

1. Hallowed be Thy Name points to 
the Father as the Source of all Godhead, 
sanctity, and authority. 

2. 1 'ky kingdom come points to the Son 
as Head of the mediatorial kingdom, to 

1 Ps. xxxi. 20. 

* 2 S. Aug. dt Sermone Dom. t lib. ii, c. x. 
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which alone belongs any proper advent. 

The eternal kingdom of God over the 
universe is not to come, for it ever is 
existent, and everywhere present, felt by 
all, although not acknowledged by all ; 
for, in truth, the advent of the mediatorial 
kingdom, consummating the work of the 
Incarnation, is nothing else than the 
bringing of all to the acknowledgement 
of that eternal kingdom of which, by 
nature, they are the necessary subjects. 

3. J'hy will be done points to the Holy 
Ghost, for by His sanctifying power alone 
can we do God’s will. So, then, the first 
half of this prayer has reference to a 
threefold Divine glory— 

1. The sanctity of the Creator. PWiNF 

2. The kingdom of the Redeemer*^ 

3. The outpouring of the Sanctifier. 

In the last part of the Prayer, which 
has reference more immediately to tem- 

poral things — tHf 

4. Give us our daily bread points to the 
Divine Father, on Whose bounty all are 
dependent for subsistence day by day. 

5. Forgive us our trespasses points to 
the propitiatory work of the Son of 
God. 

FoCUiVf .. Illtt . 

r^v b« b.^r l- ** 
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6, 7. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil points to the control- 
ling power of the Holy Ghost. 

Christ was led up of the Spirit to be 
tempted. We pray that we may be led 
by Him, but not into temptation ; through 
it, if need be, but into freedom and deliver- 
ance from evil. 

Thus have we brought before us — 

U The bounty of the Father; 

2. The sacrifice of the Son. 

3. The guidance of the Holy Ghost. 

We c£n hence perceive why 3 and 7 

may possibly be omitted in S. Luke. 

The work of the Holy Ghost is a dis- 
tinct work from the work of the Son, 
yet it is included within the other. To 
pray for the outpouring of the Sanctifier 
is to pray for the completeness of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer. 

The 2nd petition involves the 3rd, so 
that the omission does not produce in- 
completeness, the work being one work. 
The 3rd petition refers to a distinct agency 
from that of the 2nd, so that the insertion 
does not produce tautology, the Divine 
Worker being different. 

Also, in the last twofold petition, we 
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have the one work of the Holy Ghost set 
before us as the object of our prayer, first 
as protecting, then as perfecting. The 
6th petition involves the 7th ; for if we 
be not led into temptation we shall be 
delivered from evil. 

The Prayer is complete without the 
latter clause, yet the 7th petition is dis- 
tinct from the 6th, for the perfection is in 
eternity, the protection is in time. The 
addition is not a superfluous one. The 
former clause has reference to the com- 
pleteness of the protection, the latter to 
its speedy issue. 

III. Clause 1 has reference to the 
divine glory in itself, as the object of 
creation. 

2 has reference to 41 the kingdom 11 of 
Christ. 

3 has reference to “ the righteousness 
thereof.” 

4, 5, 6, 7 have reference to those " other 
things,” the necessities of time, which shall 
be “added” in their order to those who 
seek first the things divine. 

Thus does our Lord, in His Prayer, em- 
body the teaching of His moral discourses, 
pointing out to us the chain of revelation, 
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by which the order of nature, disturbed as 
it has been by sin, is being made con- 
ducive to the establishment of the eternal 
sanctity as the Moral Governor of a holy 

world. 

4 is for daily support, a prayer which 
would not be needed except in a state of 
sin, for holiness feeding upon God abides 
in everlasting life. 

5 is therefore for the forgiveness of past 
sin. 9 

6 is for preservation from future sin. 

7 is for restoration to a state of holiness, 
in perfect freedom alike from guilt, weak- 
ness, and want 

The Prayer, in seeking for our own 
perfect sanctification and blessedness, 
beautifully returns to the original desire 
for the hallowing of God’s Name in the 
restoration of the world to the holiness 
originally designed, whereby it shall be- 
come worthy of Him, the Moral Governor, 
as well as the Almighty Creator. 

The Prayer begins with desiring that 
the holiness of God should be manifested 
in the completeness of His sovereignty 
over willing subjects. It ends in desiring 
that we may be brought to the participa- 
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tion of tli at holiness, wherein the perfec- 
tion of our nature truly consists. 

The first half of the Prayer is occupied 
in desiring that earth may become as 
heaven, through the acceptance of God's 
will. 

The last half of the Prayer is that we 
on earth may be brought to heaven, 
through God’s will to accept us. 

This is illustrated by the two adverbial 
clauses of the Prayer — 

1. As in heaven, so may Thy will be 
done in earth. 

2. As we forgive our debtors, so do 
Thou forgive us our debts. 

By the first of these we pray that 
heaven may be the law of earthly conduct. 

By the second we pray that our accept- 
ance of that heavenly law may obtain for 
us the divine favour and pardon. 

IV. In this Prayer we have three 
petitions for good, three deprecations of 
evil, according to the analysis given by 
Aquinas. 

There is the goodness of nature, of 
grace, and of glory to be desired. 

There is evil past, present, and future 
to be deprecated. 
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The holiness of God is our r efuge against 
the evil-, our strength for the good, and 
consequently the warrant of our prayer. 

Hence we pray — 

1. lhat God may be glorified in His 
holiness, perfecting us as a people worthy 
of Himself. 

2. That the heavenly kingdom may 
come — -the manifestation of glory>, 

3. lhat His will may be done — the 
operation of grace. 

vt 4» lhat our daily bread may be given 
—the sustenance of nature. 

5. 1 hat He would forgive our sin — do 

away past evil. * . *** ., ^ y| 4^^ ♦ 

6. I hat we may not be led into tempta- ' 

tion — kept from future evil. , 

/. I hat we may be delivered from evil 
— triumphant over present evil. 

V. Albertus Magnus writes to the fol- 
lowing effect : The four petitions for the 
obtaining of good things from God have 
reference either to the Sovereign Good, as 
the substantive principle of our Divine life, 
or to the intermediate good by which we 
are preserved, sustained, and confirmed in 
the Sovereign Good. The necessities of 
the Divine life within us are three. The 
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Divine essence must take possession of us 
perfectly. The Divine power over us, and 
the correspondent action arising from us* 
make us true to the Divine life. 

1. God’s Name is hallowed by His 
revelation of Himself wit hin m — by in- 
tuition of His glory. 

2. His kingdom comes by the manifesta- 
tion of His power over us— by the power 
of His grace. 

3. His will is done in earth as it is in 
heaven by the completion of His will by 
us, according to the freedom of will, 
whereby He has ordained that we should 
co-operate with His grace. 

4. Our daily bread includes all those 
intermediate gifts of His goodness by 
which we are preserved in the Divine life. 

VI. Stella reviews the whole Prayer as 
bearing upon the eternal beatitude of the 
divine nature. We are bound to desire 
God’s glory with a pure love. Incompre- 
hensible though it be to us, yet if the 
Divine glory, the Divine sanctity, could be 
taken away, all the joy of all creatures 
would perish. The joy and beatification 
of the creatures is only a secondary and 
dependent object of desire. The desire of 
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God’s glory, by reason of His own essen- 
tial worthiness, is the primary act of all 
true worship. This commentator there- 
fore says, H Because we are bound to love 
God more than ourselves, we are bound to 
desire His honour rather than our own 
beatitude. First, therefore, in this Prayer 
is placed the honour of God ; and, secondly, 
our beatitude, when we say, Thy kingdom 
come. In this petition we ask God to 
make us blessed with Himself, for beati- 
tude is the kingdom of God. The mean- 
ing therefore is, may Thy beatitude be 
imparted to us. He says, may it come; 
not, may we go to it. 1 1 is said to come 
to us rather than we to it, because the 
beginning of the coming is on God’s part, 
not on ours. The beatitude is granted of 
God’s pure liberality and grace, not by 
reason of our works, as meriting it, although 
He requires us by our works to show our- 
selves worthy of it.” 1 

The petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, if 
arranged with reference to the Divine 
beatitude, may be thus distinguished : 

I. The desire of Gods glory, the ex- 
pression of worship towards the Divine 
1 Stella in Luc. r c. n. 
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beatitude, considered objectively, as it 
constitutes the Divine Being. Therefore 
we say, Hallowed be Thy Name. 

2. The desire of beatitude, considered 
formally, as communicated to us. There- 
fore we say, Thy kingdom come. 

The desire of the means of attaining 
that beatitude. 

fi) Positive. 

3. (a) inward \ the conformity of the 
will to God’s will. Therefore we say, 
Thy will be done. 

4. (b) outward , the supply of what is 
needful for the doing of it. Therefore we 
say, Give us our daily bread. 

(ti) Negntfve. The removal of what 
hinders our attaining it. 

5. (a) inwardly, the guilt of past sin, 
by which ft has been forfeited. Therefore 
we say, Forgive us our trespasses. 

(1 b ) outwardly , the opposition of the 
wicked one. 

6. ( a ) through guile, causing tempta- 
tion. Therefore we say, Lead us not into 
temptation. 

7. ( b ) through force, binding us in evil. 
Therefore we say, Deliver us from evil. 

VII. The first three petitions are for 
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the glory of God and of His Christ. In 
the positions which they occupy they tench 
us to desire, above all things, what we 
pray for first of all, and thus to fulfil the 
first commandment of charity, that we are 
to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, with all our mind, with all our soul, 
and with all our strength. 

The last half of the Prayer teaches us 
to fulfil the second commandment, of 
charity towards our neighbours ; since vve 
pray for nothing for ourselves separately, 
but pray equally for the supply of our 
brother’s need as for our own. 

VIII. The Prayer ends with the petition 
for deliverance from evil. When we are 
delivered fully from all evil, prayer will 
cease, and praise will take its place. All 
prayer, then, runs up into this as the 
culminating desire. 

Yet the true desire for deliverance must 
take its rise, not in hatred of evil, but in 
desire for good ; not in dissatisfaction 
with this present world, but in the spiritual 
desire for God’s glory. Therefore the 
Prayer begins with praying that God’s 
Name may be hallowed. 

The scheme of redemption is the rule 
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ol prayer. The following order of thoughts 
will show the identity of purpose in the 
Gospel scheme and the Gospel Prayer : 

1. God’s revelation, as the fountain of 
sanctity and life^as distinguished from 
His revelation in wrath and unto death. 

The divine life of faith . 

2. The establishment of a mediatorial Hi' i t A “ 
kingdom, as opposed to the indiscriminate 
distribution of those gifts. The divine 

life through mediation . 

3. The individual restoration to a r .1 

capacity fur obedience, as opposed to a 
compulsory withdrawal from evil. The 

divine life individually possessed. 

4. The security of that kingdom in <>c Wf / 
the midst of daily continuing external 
difficulty, as opposed to a sudden estab- 
lishment of a new order of things, which 
would be destructive of moral probation. 

The Divine life held under probation . 

5. The manifestation of God's love and 
forgiveness in that kingdom, and that 
again not regulated merely by the acts 
of homage which individuals pay to Him- 
self, but by their exhibition of His sancti- 
fying and forgiving power in love one 
towards another. Charity 



) VJf ' ' > 



D 



34 



The Divine Rule 



6. The necessity of mortification, or 
dead ness to the world and its temptations, 
for such as would abide in Christ’s king- 
dom . M ortijication. 

7. The hope of a future condition of 
life in freedom from all evil, as the perfec- 
tion belonging to God’s children. Hope. 

The Prayer begins with H holv, u and 
ends with evil,” and illustrates in its con- 
secutive petitions the means by which 
holiness emanating from God triumphs 
over 

There can be no deliverance from evil 
in any other way. The destruction of 
evil without the communication of Divine 
sanctity would be a reduction of mankind 
to nonentity, not a restoration to life. 

IX. The application of the seven peti- 
tions to the seven gifts of the Spirit will 
be in harmony with this. 

1. The first contemplation of God re- 
vealing Himself, which makes us say, 
Hallowed he Thy Name , requires holy 
fear . 

2. The contemplation of God, as estab- 
lishing a kingdom into which He calls 
us, requires godliness, that we may rejoice 

, therein. 
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3. The contemplation of the necessity 
of conformity to God's will requires the 
gilt of knmvledge , that we may discern the 
true heavenly good, so as to accept it 
instead of the false, though apparent 
good, of the earth. 

4. The contemplation of external diffi- 
culties still remaining to be overcome, day 
after day, requires the gift of ghostly 

strength. 

5. The contemplation of the law of our 
own forgiveness, contingent upon our fol- 
lowing of God in brotherly love, requires 
the gift of counsel , that we may know how 
to act one towards another. 

6. The contemplation of the necessity 
of mortification, in order to realize the 
perfections of the Divine life and avoid 
temptation, requires the gilt of under- 
standing , so as to embrace the mysterious 
blessedness of the Cross. 

7. The contemplation of the hope of a 
life in glory with God requires the gift of 
wisdom ^ that we may direct all our ener- 
gies to God’s glory, as their end. 

X. So also do the beatitudes harmonize 
with the sequence of the petitions. 

1. The revelation of God, as external 
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to the present order of nature, is the 
manifestation of the kingdom of heaven, 
promised to those who are poor in spirit. 

2. The establishment of the mediatorial 
kingdom is the sanctification of the earth, 
as the inheritance of the meek. 

3. Individual restoration to willing 
obedience is the comfort and renewal of 
the penitent mourner. 

4. Daily support is the earnest of that 
full satiety which shall be given to those 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
in consciousness of their abiding weak- 
ness. 

5. Love bestowed from God — remunera- 
tive love — is the consummation of the love 
derived from God, that inworking love 
which is now the principle of mutual 
action between man and man. So does 
mercy crown mercy, as the Psalmist says, 
“ Thou, Lord, art merciful, for Thou re- 
wardest every man according to his 
works.*’ 

6. Deadness to the temptations of the 
world and delight in mortification is the 
expression in our outer nature of nur being 
alive unto God, through Jesus Christ, in 
• the inner man, so as to see Him. The 
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world’s temptations have power in pro- 
portion as we see not God. 

7. The hope of deliverance from all evil 
is the utterance of that confidence in God’s 
goodness which can only properly belong 
to the children of God. 1 

The children of God are the spiritual 
Jezreel.^ By their cry for deliverance 
from evil the troubles of the latter days 
shall be shortened. In using this petition 
with remembrance of the special beatitude, 
we seem to be claiming the fulfilment of 
the promise, “ It shall come to pass in 
that day 1 will hear, saith the Lord, I will 
hear the heavens, and they shall hear the 
earth, and the earth shall hear the corn, 
anti the wine, and the oil ; and they shall 
hear Jezreel. 1 ' 

XI. We may in like manner apply 
the seven petitions to the seven deadly 
sins. 

r. God's Name is hallowed by us in 
diligence , for holiness is energy, not inac- 
tivity. Sloth is the forgetfulness of our 
vocation as God’s children. 

1 The second and third Beatitudes are here 
taken in the order in which they are found in 
several ancient MSS. 

2 Hos. ii. 22. 
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2. His kingdom comes with contentment ; 
for if we acknowledge His sovereignty we 
must be satisfied with the appointments 
of His Providence, and feel ourselves safe 
in His love. , Cmctousness is the seeking 
of that which may set/us free from subjec- 
tion to God, in reliance upon earthly 
power instead of God’s. 

3. His will is done in earth as in heaven 
by chastity ; for so we read that “ in the 
resurrection they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in heaven.” 1 Wantanmss is the 
indulgence of the earthly part of our 
nature, to the destruction of the heavenly. 
U This is the will of God, even your sancti- 
fication, that ye should abstain from forni- 
cation. ,,a 

4. Bread is the limit of our earthly 
desires. We may not ask for riches or 
luxury. Our Prayer teaches us, the need 
of temperance. Gluttony , as it squanders 
the superfluity of the present, takes away 
the bread of the future. 

5. We can only ask for forgiveness upon 

condition that we forgive others. Our 
Prayer teaches us the need of patience . 
• 1 S. Matt. xxii. 30. 3 1 Thess. iv. 3. 
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Anger indulged is the rejection of the 
imposed condition. 

6. We are kept from temptation by 
attention to the duties of our calling, 
whatsoever our place in society may be. 
Our Prayer teaches us the need o i brotherly 
love i whereby to bear one another’s burdens. 
Envy was the cause of our temptation, and 
is the bane of social intercourse. “Through 
envy of the devil came death.” 1 

7. We seek deliverance from the bond- 
age of evil, outward and imvard, in soul 
and body ; evil of punishment and of sin* 
Our Prayer teaches us the need of humility . 
Pride is the esi>ecial attribute of the evil 
one, arrogating to himself independence 
of God* Pride is the origin of all evil. 
In humility is deliverance from all evil, 
since it involves deliverance from the evil 
of self, without which the external tempta- 
tion would do us no harm. 

So does this Prayer lead 11s to deprecate 
the seven capital or deadly sins, and to 
desire the contrary virtues. 

XII. Again, we may apply the seven 
petitions to the three theological and the 
four cardinal virtues* 

1 Wis. ii. 24. 
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1. God's Name is hallowed as the object 
of our faith. 

2. The coming of Christ’s kingdom is 
the object of our hope . 

3. The doing of God’s will, as it is done 
in heaven, is the perfection of charity . 

4. In praying for our daily bread, we 
pray for temperance , that we may use what 
we have for necessity, and not for luxury. 

5. In praying for our sins to be forgiven, 
as we forgive others, we pray for justice , 
that we fulfil the conditions which the 
justice of God has placed upon our 
pardon. 

6. In praying not to be led into tempta- 
tion, we are praying for fortitude , that we 
may keep ourselves free from the solicita- 
tions of pleasure. 

7. In praying for deliverance from evil, 
we are praying for prudence , that we may 
know how to overcome the wicked one. 

XIII. The Lord’s Prayer may also be 
considered as a very remarkable instance 
of the introverted parallelism, which is the 
characteristic of Hebrew poetry. The first 
three petitions are inversely parallel to the 
last three. The 3rd and 5th petitions are 
obviously parallel by the addition of an 
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adverbial clause. In the 3rd we pray for 
grace to do as God does. In the 5th we 
ask Him to do as we do. 

The 2nd and 6th petitions correspond 
in like manner. In the 2nd we pray for 
Christ’s kingdom to come, that we may be 
safe from temptation. In the 6th we pray 
that we may not be led into temptation,* 
so as to miss of that kingdom. 

So also with the 1st and 7th. 1 he holy 
power of God’s Name is manifested by 
the deliverance of His people from the 
thraldom of the evil one. 

‘‘The three first petitions relate to what 
is good ; and from the highest and most 
comprehensive wish gradually narrow’ 
down to that which is lower and nearer 
to the individual soul that prays on earth. 
The three last petitions relate, on the 
contrary, to what is evil ; and from the 
narrowest contemplation of evil, and that 
nearest to the individual soul that prays 
(concerning our own trespasses and our 
neighbours’), gradually widen and deepen 
to the contemplation of the lowest depth 
and greatest extent of evil, and to the 
author of evil himself. The two contrary 
triplets of petitions, in their inverse order, 
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are connected in the centre as at a point, 
by the persona] petition for our own 
necessary subsistence for this day.” This 
extract, which is taken from Mr. Palmer’s 
Dissertation on the Orthodox Communion , 
p. 324, is quoted in The Ecclesiastic for 
September, 1*856, where will be found an 
article of singular ability and interest 
upon the symmetrical structure of Holy 
Scripture, 

XIV. This view of the Lord’s Prayer 
leads on to a further consideration of the 
petitions, as relating to our three great 
7) ;/yi * enemies. 



ft fir 



I 









V* , 

n 5 



The prayer for forgiveness is a depreca- 
tion of the weakness of the flesh. The 
temptations into which we desire not to 
be led arise from the world. Finally, we 
pray to be delivered from the devil. 
f >* The Name of God is the strong tower 
of deliverance from the devil and his 
assaults. The kingdom of Christ is a 
>new world of holy sympathies, contrasting 
with the world of temptations. The doing 
of God’s will in the flesh as in the spirit— 
a meaning which underlies all the explana- 
tions of earth and heaven in this qualifying 
clause — is the perfect sanctification of 
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nature, by which we are raised out of the 
natural corruption of the flesh, so that we 
no longer need forgiveness, nor have we 
any that need forgiveness from us. 

The central prayer for bread, with its 
twofold meaning of natural and spiritual 
sustenance, comes fitly between the two 
petitions which have reference to our flesh. 

The Bread of heaven is that sanctifying 
principle by which we are strengthened to 
do God's will as it is done in heaven, by 
which also we receive the pledge of for- 
giveness, and are all made one Bread and 
one Body, so that it becomes our necessary 
duty to forgive one another, if we pray 
for the bread of earth, we^pray for the 
sustenance of our flesh. QT we pray for — 
the Bread of heaven, we pray for its 
sanctification?!] tr 

The bearing of the several petitions will 
be most clearly seen by the following 
enumeration of the objects to which they 
have reference: 1. God; 2. 1 he Church; 

3. The Saint; 4. Incorporation in Christ; 

5. The Penitent; 6. The World; 7. The 
Devil. 



/ 



CHAPTER III 

The Lord's Prayer Paraphrased 

T HE habit of paraphrasing the Lord’s 
Prayer will be found very conducive 
to earnestness in its use. The contempla- % 
tion of the truths upon which it touches, 
while thus developed in private devotion, 
will help very much to a copious fruitful- 
ness of intention when we use it in public 
offices of prayer along with others. It is 
a very desirable thing to say the Lord's 
Prayer very slowly at times, pausing upon 
each word. This is a practice recom- 
mended in the Spiritual Exercises of 
S. Ignatius. It is especially valuable 
when the prayer has to be often said 
quickly and aloud. We should be very 
careful not to allow our public saying of 
these words to degenerate into a listless 
formalism. True vivacity of mind must 
be cultivated by the practice of medita- 
tion. Many forms of paraphrase have 
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been written by various writers. It is 
hoped that the following exercises of 
devotion upon the Lord’s Prayer may 
be helpful in leading some to make 
paraphrases for themselves, applying the 
prayer to their several needs : 



O God, 

the Lord of Hosts, 

Who art praised by the voice of many 
angels 

round about Thy throne, 
in the Temple of Thy holiness, 
filled with the train of Thy glory : 



Invocation 
of God, 
Isa. vi. 3. 



Rev. v. II. 



Isa. vi. I. 



Thyself existing of Thyself 
from everlasting, 
and from Thyself 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit of power, 
giving to Thy coeternal Son 
to have life in Himself, 

Who is Thine only-begotten, 
of Thine own Substance, 
inhabiting the eternity of Thy Bosom, 
the express Image of Thy Person, 

Thy Word, 

Light of Light, and very God of very God, 
coequal with Thee in Thy glory, 



as the 
Father oj 
the Only - 
begotten 
Ps. XC. 2. 

S. John v. 
26. 

S. John i. 

14. 

S. John x. 
30. 

S. John i. 

15. 

Ileb. i. 3. 
S. John i. 
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S. John 
xvii. 24. 

S. John 
vii». 55. 
S. John 
xvii. 5. 

in the 
Eternal 
Trinity , 



Rev. iv. 8. 



1 Tim, vi. 
16. 

Heb. i. 7, 
Pi. civ. 2. 
Isa. xt. 22. 



dwelling 
in the 
Heaven of 
Super - 
natural 
Life . 

1 Kings 
viii. 27. 



the object of Tbinf eternal Love, 
beholding Thee with perfect contempla- 
tion and knowledge 
before the world was : 

O Thou Fountain of Godhead, 

Who biddest us worship, with Thee, Thy 
Son, and Thy Holy Spirit, 
as Three Persons 
in one consubstantial Godhead : 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come, 
dwelling in the Light which no man can 
approach unto, 

Who makest Thine angels spirits, 
and Thy ministers a flame of fire, 
stretching out the heavens as a curtain, 
and sitting upon the circle of the earth : 

O Thou Incomprehensible, 
present everywhere by the effects of Thy 
power, 

but in Thine Essence removed from space, 
for the heaven, and heaven of heavens, 
cannot contain Thee ; 

Who, by Thy Word, didst form them in 
% the beginning, 
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stretching out the north over the empty Job xxvi. 
place, 

and hanging the earth upon nothing, 

Thyself existent before all, 
apart from change of time or space, 
so that ages add not to Thine eternity, 
nor worlds to the immensity of 1 hy 
nature, 

the Parent and Cause of all, 
rejoicing over all Thy works, 
but chiefly delighting in the sons of men, 
whom Thou hast determined to call 
to the knowledge of Thyself, 
by the participation of Thine eternal life ; 

yet, for the present, incomprehensible 
even to the reason of these Thy children, * Cor. ii. 
whom, for a while, Thou art training 
by a gracious discipline here below, 
until they are perfected after Thy likeness 

to know Thee as they are known of 1 Cor. xiii 
Thee : I2 ’ 



Prov. viii. 
31 . 



S. John 
xvii. 3. 



O Lord, 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, 

Who didst create man upon the earth, 
a little lower than the angels, 
but in Thine own image, 
and sanctified with Thy breath, 



Father of 

mankind 

byereatioHy 

Gen. i. 27. 
Pa. viii. 5. 
Gen. i. 26. 
Job xxxiii. 
4 - 



by continu- 
ing guard‘ 
ianship, 

Gen.iii. 15. 
Isa. ix. 6. 

Acts v. 31. 
Isa. xlix.6. 

Gal. iv. 4. 

by adoption 
in Christy 

Heb.ii. 1 6. 

S. Matt. v. 
17 . 

Gal. iii. 13. 
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intending to crown him hereafter with 
glory and worship : 

Who didst not despise nor forsake man, 
even after he had fallen away from Thy 
commandment, 
but didst visit him 
with a Father’s love, 
giving to him the hope of Redemption, 
when the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head, 
and be glorified as the Father of a new 
race, 

exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, 
the salvation which Thou hast ordained 
unto the end of the earth : 

Who also, in the fulness of time, 
for the accomplishment of this Thy 
promise, 

didst send Thy Son 

to take upon Him the seed of Abraham, 
so that, 

by the oblation of His Life, 

He might fulfil the obedience of the Law, 
by the sacrifice of His Death 
might take away the curse thereof ; 

, and, by His Resurrection from the dead, 
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might open to us the gate of everlasting 
life, 

raising us along with Himself 
to be partakers of the Divine nature 
and of eternal glory, 
by adoption into the number of Thy 
children, 

as fellow-heirs with Himself, 
in the communion of the Holy Ghost: 

O Thou Father of heavenly life, 
present now among men, 
not only by universal power, 
as in all nature, 

but according to the special inhabitation 
of grace, 

making Thine abode 
in those who love Thee, 
according to the word of Thine only- 
begotten Son, 

so that Thy children are constituted as a 
temple — 

a temple of living stones — 
the heavenly Jerusalem, 
the fulness of the Temple of the Body of 
Thy Son, 

made worthy of Thee, their Father, 
Who dwellest in them, 



1 S. Pet. i. 
3 . 4 - 

Gal. iv. 5. 



Rom. viii. 
17 * 



by regener- 
ating grace 
in ike 
heaven of 
spiritual 
grace com- 
municated 
to them , 

S. John 
xiv. 23. 



1 Cor. vi. 

19. 

iS. Pet. ii, 
5 ' 

Rev. xxi. 
2. 

Eph. i. 23. 
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Ps. xxii. 6. 

i S. Pet. ii. 
9 - 



by sanctify' 
ing perfec- 
tion, bring- 
ing them to 
His own 
likeness . 



SO 



yea ! 

hast called us, 
poor miserable sinners, 
and worms of the earth, 
to be a peculiar people, 
as the kingdom of heaven among men, 
by the intimate possession 
of Thine indwelling grace : 

O Thou Father of Saints, 

Whose Presence in Thine elect is a 
heavenly Presence, 

not measured by comprehension of space, 
but consummated in every individual 
by the absorbing power of supernatural 
life, 

and varying in the intensity of its mani- 
festation 

according to the conformity to 1 hyself 
of the will of those to whom it is given — 
Who dost perfect in Divine life 
all such as yield themselves up to Thee, 
and become dead to the accidents of 
time, 

elevating them in spirituality of being, 
so that they shine as lights in the world, 
unmoved by the storms of outward 
accident, 
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in the peace and security of Thine eternity, 
and give evidence to all around 
that Thou, O God, art in them of a truth, 
thus bringing men to glorify Thee, 
as the Father in heaven 
of a holy Church, 

the sanctuary of Thy gracious Presence, 
though outwardly, for a while, sojourning 
here below. 

Hallowed be Thy Name. 

The mention and memory, 
and all the monuments thereof, 
be blessed, praised, celebrated, magnified, 
highly exalted, glorified 
by all Thy creatures, 
not with acts of external homage alone, 
but essentially, 

according to the measure of their sancti- 
fication, 

whereby Thou givest them power to glorify 
Thee, 

in the exhibition of Thy holiness, 
both now and for ever. 

As it is hallowed in heaven 
by the continual praises of the Cherubim 
and Seraphim, 



I Cor. xiv. 

* 5 - 



I S. Pet. i. 
17 - 



The Name 
of God 
hall (nurd 
through 
communi 
cation of 
holiness , 



by the 

celestial 

Hierarchy 
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who rest not day nor night from their 



Rev. iv. 8. 



Col. i. 16. 



Kev. iv. 4. 

Heb. xii. 
28. 



Heb. ii. 5. 



S. Luke i. 
19 * 

1 S. Pet. 
iii. 22. 

S. Luke 
viii. 46. 

llcb. i. 14. 



by the 
Church on 
earth , 



adoration thereof, 

and by the secure majesty of celestial 
thrones, 

bearing immovably the mansions ordained 
for Thine elect, 

in the kingdom which cannot be shaken ; 
so be it hallowed on earth 
by the guardian care of angels 
ordering peaceably, for the well-being of 
Thine elect, 

the operations of the nature of this world, 
which Thou hast put in subjection unto 
them — 

by the ministry of archangels, 
as the heralds of Thy grace — 
by the miraculous intervention of powers, 
spreading afar the tokens of sovereign 
virtue 

from the Body of Thy Son, on whom they 
wait. 

And as, by these invisible agencies 
external, 

succouring and defending us according to 
Thy Divine appointment, 
so, by the internal functions 
of the mystical Body of 1 hy Son, 

• energizing in the very nature of man — 
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by the faith and patience of Thy people 
obediently accomplishing Thy holy will 
in warfare against the world, 
and the endurance of the cross — 
by the evangelical ministry of Thy priests, 
as they 

diligently complete the number of Thine 
elect 

in the dispensation of regenerating grace, 
wisely perfect Thy saints 
in the edifying communication of living 
truth, 

patiently bring back the strayed 
in the arms of authoritative absolution, 
devoutly set forth beforeThyremembrance, 
in holy mysteries of divine thanksgiving, 
the Sacrifice wherein Thou delightest, 
the Body which Thou hast prepared for 
Thy Son, 

the Oblation and Satisfaction accepted for 
Thy people, 

the Food and Sustenance nourishing them 
to everlasting life ; 
and 

as the bond of unity to Thy scattered 
worshippers 

(to be revealed hereafter in perfection, 
though now marred and broken 



by the 

pcopUy 



by the 

Prieit- 

hoody 



S. Luke 
xxii. u). 

Vs. 1 . 14. 
Heb. x. 5. 



S. John vi. 
27 . 

bytheEpis- 

copatty 

Col. ii. 19. 
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I Cor. ii. 4- 



2Tim.i, 7. 



by the 
saintliness 
of Christ- 
ian people 1 
Heb, iii. 1. 



S. Mark 
xvi. 20. 

Acts iv. 30 



S.Johnxii. 

28. 

S. John 
xvii. 5. 



in chastisement for man’s unfaithfulness), 
by the wise discipline of the Episcopate 
governing the flocks committed unto them, 
with manifest demonstration of Thy 
Spirit’s guidance, 

according to the gift they have received 
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

Let Thy Church indeed be holy, 
in outward action 
as in Divine vocation 
and ministerial character. 

Let all her offices, performed in Thy Name, 
be abundantly efficacious. 
According to the sanctifying power of 
Thine authority, 

O gracious Father, 
do Thou confirm Thy holy Word 
from age to age 
with signs following, 

and grant that wonders may be wrought 
in the Name of Thy holy Child Jesus. 
Surely there is no other Name under 
heaven given among men 
whereby we may be saved. 

Father, glorify Thy Name, 
and, in the Divine glory which that Name 
makes manifest, 
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glorify Thy Son, 

keeping through Thine own Name, 
those whom Thou hast given Him, 
that they may be perfected in the unity of 
Thy life, 

(for Thy Name is the strong Tower of 
Holiness, 

wherein Thy faithful shall find salvation, 
according to the covenant of T hy Son, 
the Lord our Righteousness,) 
and that sinners may be converted unto 
Thee, 

acknowledging that Thou, O God, art in 
the midst of Thy people 
in very truth. 

Let not the Blood of the Covenant, wherein 
we are sanctified, 

be accounted of any as an unclean thing ; 
but grant unto those who are washed 
therein, 

that, being thus born again of water and 
of the Spirit, 

they may keep themselves in sanctification 
and honour, 

and the wicked one may not touch them. 
Let not Thy Name, 
written in our foreheads, 
be taken by us in vain, 



S. John 
xvii. 1. 



S. John 
xvii. II. 

Prov.xviii. 

10. 



Jer. xxiii. 
6 . 



I Cor. xiv. 
Heb. x. 29. 



Rev. vii. 
14 - 

S. John iii. 
5 - 

1 S. John 
v, 18. 

I Thess.iv. 

4 - 

Rev.xiv. I. 
Exod. xx. 

7 - 
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Heb. xii. 
1 6. 



I ThcssJv. 
8 . 



Eph. iv. 

13. 



Rev.iii.12. 



through forgetfulness of our heavenly 
birthright ; 

neither let Thy presence within us be 
despised, through negligence or unbelief ; 

but make us to know Thy Name 
in the growing experience of its sanctity, 
until all Thy perfections are manifested 
in the company of the regenerate, 
who shall be perfected unto the stature of 
the fulness of Christ, 
as befits the pillars of Thy temple, 
whereon Thou wilt write Thy Name, 
and the name of Thy city, 
renewed in the beatific vision of Thy peace, 
even Thy new Name. 



O Lord, 

Jer. xiv. 9. despise not those who are called by Thy 

Name, 

2Sam. xii. ne ither suffer us to give occasion of blas- 
phemy to Thine enemies. 



i4« 

so as not 

to be scoffed To Thee, O Lord, belongeth righteousness, 

at by un - . . t ® „ 0 „ _ 

although to us confusion of face. 



believers , 
Dan. ix. 7. 



S. Luke 
xv. 21. 



Oh, then, 

although we have profaned Thy Name, 
and are no more worthy to be called Thy 
children, 

. yet, for Thy Name’s sake, 
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be Thou merciful. 

Consume us not, 
though we be stiffnecked, 
and as Thou hast proclaimed Thy Name, 
the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, 

keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, 
and that wilt by no means spare the 
guilty, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children, 

and upon the children’s children, 
unto the third and fourth generation ; 
so now, 

O Lord God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Creator of all, 

Mediator and Redeemer of mankind, 
Restorer and Sanctifier of the elect, 
show forth the sanctity of Thy Name 
in the mystery of our purification. 
Suffer it not to be said of us among the 
heathen, 

Where is now their God ? 

Let Thy power, O Lord, be great, 



Exod. 
xxxiv. 6,7. 



Ps. cxv. 2. 



Rom. iii. 
26. 



Rom. Iti. 
22. 

but rather 
to win 
them to the 
Truth . 

2 Tim. ii. 
19 - 



The 

universal 
kingdom oj 
God 

Prov. viii. 
, 5 * 

Rom. xiii. 
2. * 
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in the destruction of the power of sin which 
binds us, 

and in our conversion. 

So be Thine own holiness the more praised 
by the holiness which Thou givest to 
penitent sinners, 

the life restored to those who were dead, 
by the righteousness of faith. 

Oh, let every one that nameth the Name of 
Christ depart from iniquity ; 
and may the Holy Spirit of Thy love so 
take 

possession of us, 

that others may be kindled thereby, 
and seek to be transformed, 
according to the working of the same 
Divine power 

which they shall behold Thee exercising 
in us. 

O Thou King of Saints, 
the King of all nations, 
even to the ends of the earth, 
by Whom kings reign and princes decree 
justice, 

establish all governments in all the world, 
as being Thine ordinance, 
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though an ordinance among men, 
and grant that Thy law may be acknow- 
1 edged 

as the foundation of all law, 

Thy Name reverenced 
as the foundation of all society : 



Thy Kingdom come, 

the kingdom of the truth. 

Put an end to all usurpation 
which in any way exalts itself against Thy 
kingdom, 

relying upon worldly power 
for the accomplishment of its own will, 
nM^n^urUrlrrinn-itself subordinate 



S. John 
xviii. 37. 
to be ac- 
knowledged 
as the 
source of all 
lawful au- 
thority, 



to Thee, 

and responsible to Thee, 
for the accomplishment of Thy purposes, 

Who alone rulest as the Most High in the 
kingdom of men, 

and givest it to whomsoever Thou wilt. 

Grant unto all rulers 
so to give Thee the glory, ^ 

that from Thee may return to themselves 
the glory, and the honour and the 
brightness 

of the kingdom which Thou entrustest to Dan. iv. 

them : 36 

and that all their subjects, 



Dan. iv. 
25 - 

Acts xii. 
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Ps.cxxxiii. 

I. 



Ps. Ixxvi. 
12 . 



Col. i. t6, 



an ailed by 
the fallen 
angels in 
their oppo- 
sition to 
Christ's 
Church . 
2Theis. ii. 
3 ’ 



beholding in their government the 
operation of Thy love, 
may rejoice to dwell together in unity, 
and may find peace, and plenteousness, 
and prosperity for each in the well-being 
of all, 

while Thy goodness blesses 
what Thine appointment has sanctioned. 

Thou refrainest the spirit of princes, 
and art wonderful among the kings of 
the earth. 

Grant unto them, 

in the rule which they bear over human 
society, 

that they may exhibit the righteousness 
of Thy universal government, 
imaging forth on earth 
the blessed Authorities, Principalities, and 
Dominions 

who have remained faithful to Thee 
in their original place, 
in the administration of the heavenly 
Hierarchy ; 

repressing the lawless one, 
and maintaining the moral order among 
men ; 

so that we, Thy servants, 

* being sheltered from the outward 
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persecution organized against Thy Church 
by the rebel principalities and powers 
who rule the darkness of this world, 
may attain unharmed to the final peace 
which shall be found in the restoration of 
all things 

to Thy own manifest sovereignty. 

Give us grace to praise Thee 
in the kingdom of Thy Providence, 
acknowledging that all the gifts of nature 
are assured to us 
by Thy supreme bounty. 

Rear our infants : 
instruct our youth : 
relieve the suffering: 
provide for all that are in want : 
strengthen the aged : 
comfort the fainthearted : 
gather the dispersed : 
enlighten the ignorant : 
expose the subtleties of the tempter : 
break the snares of fleshly appetite 
by which any may be kept from Thine 
obedience : 

let not the power or the weakness of outer 
things hinder our joyous dependence 
upon Thee alone, 
as the Source of all true strength : 



2 Thesa. ii. 
9 * 



Eph. vi. 
12 . 



Acts iii. 2 i 



The king- 
dom of Pro - 
vidence , 
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S. Malt. v. 
3 - 

the king- 
dom of 
grace. 

Col. I 20. 

i Cor. xv. 
28. 

#. i is exten- 
sion. 



Ps. xxxviu 
tl. 

Isa. ix. 7. 



Ps. txxii. 
1 1. 

Ps. cx. 1. 



11. its per- 
fection, 

1 Tim. ii. 
4 . « 



and give to us that poverty of spirit 
which shall make us meet, 
when the probation of Thine earthly 
kingdom is over, 
to receive as our inheritance 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Let the kingdoms of the world become 
the kingdom of Thy Christ, 
and be reconciled in subjection to Thee, 
their Creator, 
in Him, their Redeemer. 

Subdue the madness of the heathen 
to the discipline of Thy covenant of grace, 
that all the ends of the world may 
worship Thee, 

and Thy Church, rejoicing in their 
accession to the faith, 
may be refreshed in the multitude of peace, 
whereby the government of Thy dear Son 
shall attain the fulness of Divine life, 
until all nations do Him service, 
being brought into unity one with another 
beneath His footstool. 

O Thou 

Who wiliest that all men should be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of Thy 
truth, 
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restore in the Second Adam 
those who by the sin of the first Adam 
are perishing. 

Remove out of the kingdom of Thy grace 
all the hindrances to its extension and 
perfection 

which the depravity of man has introduced. 
Take away the carnal spirit of separation, 
and make Thy people on earth to be 
one, 

so that the world may know of a truth 
that Thou, the God of heaven, hast set up 
this kingdom, 

and that it shall never be destroyed. 
Grant unto Thy Church 
a restoration of unity, 
visible and invisible, 
and a higher elevation of spiritual life, 
anticipating Thy glory. 

Let the unity of the Spirit, 
by which all are knit together in the bond 
of peace, 

enable every individual in Thy kingdom 
to serve Thee with a more perfect service 
and intense love, 
so that, 

in the expectant adoration of the latter 
days, 



by purifi- 
cation. 



i Cor. iii. 
3 - 



S. John 
xvii. 23. 



Dan.ii. 44. 
by unity , 



Eph. iv. 3. 



by peni- 
tence, 
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Rev. ii, 5. 

1 s. ret. i. 
8 . 



by c on sum- 
mation y 



Dan. vii. 
27 - 



vve may repent and do the first works, 
and, rejoicing with joy unspeakable, 
while we wait upon Thee, 

Whom now vve see not, 
may long for the appearing of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ. 

Accomplish the number of Thine elect, 
and perfect the joy of those who are at 
rest, 

that all the whole family of Thy dear Son, 
in heaven and in earth, 
may be gathered together 
in the indissoluble unity 
and all-encompassing glory 
of the Eternal Spirit, 
and may have their jjerfect consummation 
and bliss 

in Thine everlasting kingdom. 

So may the kingdom and dominion, 
and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, 
be given to the people of Thy saints, 
according to Thy promise to Thy little 
flock ; 

for Thy Word is Truth, 
and Thy kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, 

and all nations shall serve and obey Thee. 
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O Lord Jesus Christ, ami the af- 

* peanng of 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, Christ. 

come quickly, Kev. xxii. 

and grant us so to confess Thee now, and 2 °‘ 

serve Thee here, 



with penitence, and faith, and love, 
taking up our cross and following Thee 
in the kingdom of Thy grace, 
that we may be remembered by Thee, 
and accepted in Thee, 
when Thou comcst in the kingdom of Thy 
glory. 



S. Matt, 
xvi. 24. 



S. I.uke 
xxtii. 42. 



O Thou 

Who doest according to Thy will 
in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth, 
Who, 

having created all things of Thy will, 
that Thy glory might be manifested in 
them, 

didst give to the whole of Thy creation, 
by the omnipotent fecundity of Thy will, 
a law 

all-sufficient to maintain them in their 
appointed happiness, 

Thy Will be done, in Earth 
as it is in Heaven, 
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perfectly. 



cheerfully , 
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Christ . 
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our free 
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even by us men, 
in the discipline of grace, 
not less perfectly than by inanimate things, 
in the necessary constitution of their 
nature, 

but also as joyously as by the holy angels 
in the beatitude of their election, 
and acceptably to Thee, so as to be worthy 
of Thy love, 

according to the virtue of Thy 
well-beloved Son, 

in the glory of His essential union with 
Thyself. 

Blessed be Thou, 

Who hast given to us a free will, 
the very image of Thine own, 
for the only purpose 
that we might thereby choose Thee 
as the one true Object wherein that free 
will can find rest. 

While other creatures manifest Thy power 
without their will, 

let us, whom Thou hast called to be Thy 
children, 

make Thy love manifest 
by the wise exercise of that will, 
which enables us not only to obey but to 
# worship. 
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As the heavenly host cease not in their 
worship, 

so let our will be constantly exercised 
only for that end 
for which alone it was given. 

As Thou hast called us to serve Thee with 
freedom of will, 

grant us to exercise that freedom in Thy 
service. 

Let not the possibility of having a will 
contrary to Thine 

deprive us of the blessedness of having no 
will but Thine ; 

and whensoever our will may be different ^mity^of 
from Thine, 

Father, not our will, but Thine be 
done. 

Enable us to choose that good part, 
without which the faculty of choice would 
be a curse. 

We have none in heaven but Thee, 
nor is there any creature upon earth 
to be desired by any one of us 
in comparison with Thee. 

Draw our will away from every earthly 
object 

which may stand between us and Thee. 

Teach us to regard every accident of life 
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as appointed by Thee, 
and intended to lead us to Thee. 
Pardon us for mistrusting Thy will. 
Have mercy upon us, when we know not 
Thy will. 

Enlighten us, that we may perceive Thy 
will. 

Blind us to everything except Thy will. 

Strengthen us to do Thy will. 
Kindle us with Thy Divine inspiration, 
that we may not only submit to Thy will, 
as a necessity, 

but may really have it for our own will, 
according to the full and free choice 
which befits the regenerate 
in the heavenly wisdom 
of Thine Eternal Son. 

Hold our will back 

from compliance with the motives of time, 
that it may never swerve from that 
conformity to Thy will, 
which is the law of its eternal blessedness; 
but rather train our will now to Thy 
service, 

that in eternity it may be bound to Thee, 
and free from all desire apart from 
Thee. 

, Shelter us in the great day, 
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that we be not turned from Thee then 
in damnation, 

which is the consummation of sin ; 
and to this end hold Thou us up contin- 
ually by grace, 

lest now we turn from Thee in sin, 
which is the beginning of damnation. 
Always keep in our remembrance 
that it is sin 

even for a moment to turn aside from 
Thy will : 

and in this remembrance 
grant us to put aside every thought, 
whether for ourselves or for others, 
but that of fulfilling the end of 
our creation, 

for which Thou didst send us forth into 
the world, 

even to do Thy will, 

O our God. 

Let the heart of Thine only-begotten Son, 
which agonized in His humiliation, 
and rejoices now in intercession for us, 
exalted to the right hand of Thy power, 
be to us 

the moving principle, the strength, the 
guide, the joy 

of all our hearts, in all their trouble, 
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so that, being in Him redeemed from the 
world, 

we may yield to the sacred power 
of that perfect love 

wherewith He would quicken all His saints 
in union with Himself, 
now that He is exalted in heaven. 

So may the communication of His grace, 
from the throne of His triumph, 
strengthen us to the accomplishment of 
Thy will, 

according to the law of His Passion. 
Whenever we are tempted to shrink from 
the Cross, 

by the earthly frailty of our natural 
blindness, 

let the revelation of Him who is in heaven 
be so perfected, 

as the satisfying object of our faith, 
and the inworking strength of our 
obedience, 

that we may delight to rise out of 
ourselves, 
and to be called, 

in the discipline of Thy Fatherly will, 
to the participation of His atoning 
Sacrifice, 

* in Whom, as our only Mediator, 
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Thy wisdom is revealed, 
and through Whom alone, 
by the sanctification of the Eternal Spirit, 
received for us, according to His merit, 
and imparted to us, in the ministry 
of His grace, 

Thy will is accomplished. 

In the heavenly strength of His triumph, 
let us, who are called to be not of this 
world, 

even though wc are in this world, 
delight to carry out, according to the 
pattern of His humility, 
the law of the kingdom of heaven, 
wherein our daily conversation should be 
maintained. 

May Thine adorable Name be so hallowed, 
in this His mediatorial kingdom, 
through the obedience of faith, 
which worketh by love, 
that Thy will, 
which is our sanctification, 
may be accomplished 
in us, 

exhibiting Thy grace, 
and towards us, 
crowning us with glory. 

Grant us 
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so purely to do Thy will in childlike 
obedience, 

that we may enter into Thy kingdom ; 
so increasingly to do it in persevering 
energy, 

that we may enter more and more into 
the privileges of Thy kingdom, 
and know more and more of the doctrine 
thereof ; 

and so perfectly to do it 
in the harmonious combination 
of manifold graces, 

that hereafter an abundant entrance may 
be ministered unto us, 
when the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

now hidden from the world, 
shall be revealed in the sight of all 
men. 

O Lord, 

who can resist Thy will ? 
Whatsoever Thou pleasest, that doest 
Thou, 

in heaven, and in earth, and in the sea, and 
in all deep places, 

Teach us 

willingly to work in conformity with Thy 
* will, 
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that we feel not hereafter the omnipotence 
of Thy wrath, 

when it shall be exercised in righteous 
judgement against every will opposed to 
Thine. 

And if, now, it be according to Thy will 



that we should suffer, 
strengthen us, 

that we may commit the keeping of 
our souls to Thee 

in well-doing, 1 S. Pet. 

knowing the security of Thy good ,v ‘ ,9 ‘ 
pleasure, 

after we have suffered awhile, is. Pet.v, 

to give unto Thy faithful servants the Ia 
kingdom prepared for them from the 

foundation of the world. S. Matt. 

xxv. 34. 

O Thou Father of Spirits, ileb. xii. 

Who art full of holiness in Thyself, 



the very glory of the heaven of heavens, 1 Kings 
let the glory of Thy holiness be 
triumphant, 

making all things to be new Rev. xxi. 

by the advent of the kingdom of Thy 5- 
dear Son, 

wherein Thou callest us to the adoption 
of children 
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and to the fulfilment of Thy righteousness, 
whereby it is Thy will to manifest in 
us on earth, 

to the principalities in heavenly places, 
Thine own communicated holiness. 
And to us, while we are here below, 
may all other things be added 
which pertain, by Thy bounty, unto life 
and godliness. 

Grant us so to pass through things 
temporal, 

that we finally lose not the things eternal. 
Give us this day our daily Bread, 

such a supply of our necessities 
upon the journey through the world, 
that, in the strength thereof, we may 
attain safely 

to the life which shall be hereafter 
in Thy Holy Hill. 

The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O 
Lord, 

and Thou givest them their meat in 
due season. 

It is Thy promise to Thy people 
that bread shall be given them ; 
their water shall be sure. 

Take away from us, therefore, 

• all anxiety about the morrow, 
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and enable us 

to cast all our care upon Thee. 

Thou hast commanded 
that we should make all our requests 
known unto Thee ; 
daily, therefore, will we praise Thee 
and Thy faithfulness, 
seeking from Thee, 
with supplication and thanksgiving, 
what Thou alone canst give. 

All the riches of the world would be to us 
of no profit 

except by Thy power : 
nor by our own power or might 
can we acquire anything that is good. 
All gifts of goodness are Thy free gifts. 
All goodness, in all gifts, 
is but the manifestation of Thy love 
in giving, 

The best of Thy creatures would be but 
evil to us, 

it it came to us in any other way 
than as Thy gift, 

Who art the Author and Giver of all 
good things. 

Enable us to find the good which Thou 
intendest 

in all the appointments of Thy Providence, 
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and to shrink from the thought of 
goodness in anything 
except by reference to Thee, the Giver. 
Give us neither poverty nor riches ; 
feed us with food convenient for us, 
lest we be full, and deny Thee, 
and say, Who is the Lord ? 
or lest we be poor, and steal, 
and take Thy Name in vain. 

Give us food and raiment, 
that the wants of the body may not 
impede the soul ; 

the love of friends and mutual sympathy, 
that the soul may not become slothful 
through the satisfaction of the body. 
Keep off from us 
all famines, pestilence, wars, 
driving many to penury. 

Give us the fruits of the earth in due 
season, 

piety and moderation in the enjoyment of 
them, 

charity in their distribution. 

Keep us daily mindful of our stewardship; 
if Thou givest us more than our need, 
not seeking our own superfluity, 
but supplying the wants of others ; 
as those who must give account to Thee. 
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Teach us to use the world 
as not abusing it, 

that in the sweat of our face we may eat 
bread with the blessing of industry, 
in the station where Thou hast placed 
us, 

and may not miss the end of our creation 
through the snares of idleness, 
nor be shut out from the City which is to 
come 

by having accepted this world as our 
resting-place. 

Give to each one of us 
strength for labour, 
cheerfulness in labour, 
increase through labour. 

Give us, 

through the increase thus obtained, 
gratitude in making oblation to Thee, 
nourishment for ourselves and others; 
contentedness and modesty, 
whether Thou give little or much ; 
a spirit of praise to confess Thy wisdom, 
whether Thou give joy or sorrow ; 
more earnest longing for heavenly things 
by Thy gift of temporal things ; 

only such things, day by day, 
as may prepare us and preserve us 
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for the enjoyment of Thyself 
in eternity. 

Grant unto us grace, 
as the children of Thy kingdom, 
that we may labour not only for the meat 
which perisheth, 
but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life. 
Give us the True Bread from heaven, 
even the Flesh of Thy dear Son, 
which is our spiritual food and sustenance, 
without which we can have no life in us, 
but by the participation of which 
Thy faithful people are all made 
one Bread and one Body, 
in union with each other, 
and with Christ, 
the Head, 

through the operation of the Holy Ghost, 
consecrating the Sacrament thereof, 
and quickening those who partake of the 
Sacrament. 

Multiply throughout the whole world 
the opportunities of grace, 
making high the heap of corn in the earth, 
lowly in outward form, as being upon the 
earth, 

» the food of the lowly, 
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but high above the hills of the earth, 
as being given from heaven — 
the food which shall raise us up at the last 
day. 

Quicken our desire for this food, 
for in vain Thou givest it to any, 
unless Thou first give them 
to love and to desire it. 

Give us a loving faith 
frequently to approach Thine altar, 
profitably to partake of the divine mysteries 
thereon presented to us, 
habitually to cherish the gift of union with 
Thy Son 

as the strength of our daily life. 

Grant unto us, 

as a consequence of this sacramental union, 
that we may daily live by His energy ; 
and that, being sustained by the word 
which proceedeth from Thy mouth, 
it may be our daily meat to do Thy will. 

Strengthen our spiritual life 
by all those works to which Thou callest 
us, 

that all the accidents of the world 
may be used as opportunities 
of spiritual communion with Thee. 
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As all things carry out Thy will towards us, 
let all things bind us to 1 by self ; 
and being thus bound in the bundle of life 
with Thee, the Lord our God, 
let that contact nourish us, 
by the emanation of Thy goodness. 
Give us eyes to see Thy wisdom 
in the dispensation of all Thy creatures ; 
and a heart to embrace 1 hy goodness, 
acting towards us in them all ; — 
in all labour, to seek Thee as our only 
rest ; 

in all rest, to labour after Thy Divine 
contemplation ; 

by the hope of Thee, to be stimulated ; 
by the faith of Thee, to be invigorated ; 
by the love of Thee, to be fed ; 

daily to know Thy Presence, 
and in that knowledge, to find 
daily nourishment unto everlasting life. 

Thou knowest what we daily need. 
Even though Thou feed us, day by day, 
with the bread of affliction, 
yet give us thankfulness, 
that we may be made strong thereby ; 
secure to find Thy grace 
in the acceptance of Thy will, 

• so that we may rise to fresh energies 
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through those daily trials, 
which soon shall pass away, 
and may attain to the joy of Thine elect 
in the ineffable Feast 
of Thine everlasting kingdom. 

In the sense of our bodily wants, 
make us to have remembrance of our sin, 
whereby those wants were occasioned. 
Seizing upon that which was not good for 
us, 

we came to the knowledge of evil. 
Through the eating of what Thou hadst 
forbidden, 

we forfeited the joyous satisfaction of nature 
which Thou hadst provided. 

When we turned from Thee and from Thy 
will, 

we turned 
from joy to sorrow, 
from plenty to want, 
from life to death. 

Thou didst make man upright, 
but they sought out many inventions. 

O Holy Father, 

our nature was turned from Thee 
by one act of sin. 

By many acts of sin, since then, 

G 
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we have turned ourselves more stubbornly 
away from Thee, 

and have continually chosen other ends 
as the objects of our will 
rather than Thy love. 

Yet with Thee the fatherless findeth mercy, 
for Thou wilt not disown the penitent, 
though he be unworthy tube cal led Thy son. 
We are unworthy, 
we have gone very far away ; 
but we are Thine, 
the creatures of Thy hand. 

O save us 

for we turn to Thee in penitence, 
confessing our sin. 

As was the sin of Adam, 
so has been our sin, 
even until now, 
the cause of our misery, 
which nothing but Thy mercy could undo. 
From generation to generation 
our sin has been our destruction ; 
nor could we have been alive before Thee 
this day, 

but that Thou delightest not in the death 
of a sinner, 

and in the abundance of Thy long-suffering, 
. wouldest lead us to repentance. 
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O Lord, 

to us belongcth confusion of face, 
to our kings, to our princes, and to our 
fathers, 

because we have sinned against Thee, 
and our people perish for lack of know- 
ledge ; 

and in our streets, 

and in the broad places of our city, 
Thy holy Name is profaned, 

Thy commandments broken, 

Thy grace rejected, 
and iniquity everywhere aboundeth. 

But do Thou 

forgive us our Trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass 
against us. 

Restore love within us, 
that Thou mayest give love to us. 

We ask not that Thou shouldest love us in 
our sin 

with prodigal bounty, 
except by making us worthy of Thy love 
by participation of Thy nature. 

Forgiveness is from Thee; 
by ourselves we cannot forgive. 

Let forgiveness be found in us, 
that we may be forgiven as Thy children, j 
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In vain wouldest Thou remove the 
punishment of our sin 
unless Thou didst first save us, 
by turning us from our iniquities. 
Praised be Thy Name, 
for that Thou hast sent Thy Son into the 
world 

to be the propitiation of our sins, 
and to give His life a ransom for many. 
Grant unto us that, 
having washed our robes 
and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb, 

we may henceforth walk before Thee in 
purity, 

as befits those 

who have received redemption through 
His Blood, 

even the forgiveness of sins. 

Take away the guilt of our sins 
by virtue of His merits, Who is the 
propitiation 

even for the sins of the whole world. 
Take away the power of our sins 
by virtue of His intercession, 

Who is for us an Advocate with Thee, 
and has shed down upon us the Holy Ghost, 
» creating us anew unto all good works. 
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We offer to Thee His satisfaction, 
as our only hope of pardon. 

But since He hath borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows, 
we do not doubt the sufficiency of 1 1 is 
oblation for the salvation of all 
who will come unto Thee through 
Him. 

We beseech Thee to give us true 
repentance, 

to forgive us our sins, negligences, and 
ignorances, 

and to endue us with the grace of Thy 
Holy Spirit, 

that we may amend our lives 
according to Thy Holy Word. 

Give us grace to confess our sins sincerely, 
in order that Thou mayest forgive 
them graciously ; 
and, therefore, we beseech Thee, 
give us grace to know them really, 
in order that we may confess them rightly* 
Give us such a knowledge of our sins 
that we may judge ourselves here, 
and not be judged of Thee hereafter. 

Wheresoever our heart may condemn us, 
let us not plead vain excuses 
to stop the voice of our hearts, 
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but throw ourselves upon Thy mercy 
in all humility, 

for Thou art greater than our hearts, 
and knowest all things. 

Grant us such entire absolution from sin 
that our heart may not condemn us, 
but that we may have confidence towards 
Thee, 

to receive whatsoever we ask, 
keeping Thy commandments, 
and doing those tilings that are pleasing 
in Thy sight, 

in the strength of the Holy Ghost. 

And this is Thy commandment, 
that we believe on the Name of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, 
according to the example of His love. 
Give us grace, 
by the exercise of Thy love, 
to abide in Thy love. 

Let the spirit of forgiveness, 
operating in our lives, 
be the warrant of Thy forgiveness, 
sanctifying our lives. 

Suffer us not to cherish any thoughts 
separating us one from another, 
lest we thereby be separated from Thee. 
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Cause us so to value the death of 1 hy 
dear Son, 

that we may accept His oblation 
as a sufficient ground of mutual 
forgiveness, 

even as we hope thereby 
to be forgiven of Thee. 

May our own sins so teach us 
to value His work of reconciliation, 
that we may thereby be reconciled 
to ail who have wronged us. 

We cannot have any other ground 
on which to ask pardon from Thee 
but only His Atonement : 
nor can we ask of Thee 
to give mercy for the future 
according to any other measure 
than our own grateful application to 
others of mercy received from Thee in 
the past. 

We own ourselves debtors unto all men 
by reason of the boundless mercy 
which we have received from Thee, 
the Father of all men. 

All the wrongs we could possibly receive 
could never exhaust 
the debt we owe to Thy mercy. 

We are indebted to Thee, 
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day by day, 

for the renewal of Thy mercy. 
What we have received we must give, 
loving our enemies 
as Thou, for Christ’s sake, lovest us. 
Help us, therefore, to love all 
and to forgive all 
for whom Christ died, 
even as we hope, for Christs sake, 
to be forgiven of Thee. 

We will forgive 

because we have been forgiven, 
and because we have need to be forgiven. 
Forgive us, 
gracious Lord, 
even as we forgive. 
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O God, 

Who hast called us, 

not unto uncleanness but unto holiness, 
grant that, being cleansed by Thy mercy 
from past sin, 

we may be kept from sinning against 
Thee for the time to come. 

Lead us not into Temptation. 

If it be Thy good pleasure 
that now for a season we be in heaviness 
through manifold temptations, 
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suffer us not to be absorbed in them, 
or to rest in them, 

by reason of their strong solicitation : 
but amidst the blandishments of carnal 
pleasure, 

whether of mind or body, 
enable us, 

continually denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, 

to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world ; 
and if we are called to suffer 
for the Name of Christ, 
or so that that Holy Name may be 
glorified by our meekness, 
keep us from all cowardly submission, 
that the trial of our faith may be found 
unto praise, and honour, and glory, 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
when the fiery blast 
which now passes over us for our 
temptation shall no longer distress us, 
and the prince of this world, 
seeing us to be quickened 
by the fellowship of Thine everlasting 
life, 

shall be trodden under our feet, 
according to the victory of Thy grace. 
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Keep us detached from the world 
in the midst of which we are. 
Preserve us 

from all wanton exposure of our own 
selves to those special temptations 
which most easily gain the mastery over us, 
that we may be careful 
never to meet temptation 
without the warrant of Thy Divine 
Providence, 

and the safeguard of Thy Divine 
assistance. 

Thou, O Lord, 

knovvest how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations. 

Whenever temptations meet us 
such as are common to men, 
nevertheless, 

according to Thy faithfulness, 
suffer us not 

to be tempted above that we are able, 
but make for us, 
with the temptation, 
a way also of escape, 
that we come not into it, 
to be hurt thereby ; 
even though forced to pass through it, 
to be proved thereby. 
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Strengthen us 
to watch and pray, 
that we enter not into temptation. 

So when Thou leadest us in the way of 
temptation, 

may we the more closely abide in Thee 
as our Refuge. 

Our flesh is weak ; 

and unless the dew of Thy Holy Spirit 
be continually poured out upon 
our hearts, 
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in time of temptation 
we shall fall away. 

Give us grace 

to keep the word of Thy patience, 
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that Thou mayest keep us from the hour general 
t . , . tribula- 

of temptation, 

which shall come upon all the world, 
to tempt them that dwell upon earth. 

Hold Thou us up, 

that we may dwell with Thee in heaven 
by spiritual affections, 
so as to be safe from the assaults 



tion. 

Rev. 

10. 



of the great enemy, 

counting it all joy S.Jas. i. 2. 

when we are compassed about with 
manifold temptations, 
since they cannot touch the faithful, 
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I s. IVl. 

•• s- 



S. Jas. i. 4. 



I Tim, vi. 
9 - 

S. Jus. !. 
12 . 



For reli- 
ance upon 
God in 
times of 
tempta- 
tion. 

Ps. Ixxiii. 
24. 

Ps. lxvii. 1. 



who are kept by Thy power 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 

Let patience have her perfect work in us, 
that we may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing; 
and may every temptation 
which touches us from without 
develop within us the energy of Thy 
grace, 

that we may keep ourselves pure 
from inward contact and complacency. 
Keep our will 

from making alliance with earthly objects, 
that we fall not, by desire of riches 
or honour, 

into temptation and a snare, 
but, loving Thee alone, 
may be found worthy to receive the 
crown of life which Thou wilt 
give to those who endure temptation. 

Of ourselves, we cannot endure. 

O Lord, increase our faith, 
that whenever we are assailed 
we may look to Thee. 

Guide us with Thy counsel, 
and show us the light of Thy countenance. 

, Amidst the perplexities of the world, 
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may Thy word be a lantern unto our feet, 
showing us the way wherein we should go, 
even the narrow way 
which leadeth to everlasting life. 
Grant us continually to behold Thee, 
and, looking steadfastly to Thy glory, 
to follow after, 
that we may obtain Thee. 

Our temptations are hard to bear 
only when we look away from Thee 
to follow our earthly lusts. 

Thou, 

Who art not tempted of evil, 
being all-sufficient in Thine essential 
goodness, 
temptest no man, 

but callest every man, by faith and patience, 
to participate in Thy goodness, 
through the mediation of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ. 

Teach us, therefore, 
that we may take up our cross daily 
and follow Him, 
fighting ever manfully 
against the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
in hope of the joy 
which Thou dost set before us. 

We take Him as our Leader, 



Ps. cxix. 
105. 



S. Jas. i. 
14. 



S. Jas. i. 
> 3 * 



For cour- 
age against 
the world . 



Heb.xii.2. 
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Heb.ii. 10. 



S. Matt, 
iv. i. 

Rom. viii. 
37 . 

I S. Pet. v. 
10. 



Ileb. ii. 1 8. 



Acts xx. 
19 * 



the Captain of our salvation, 

Who was led up of the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
We are confident in Him, 
that He will make us more than conquerors, 
and will call us, 

after we have suffered with Him, 
to reign with Himself in Thy glory. 

In that He hath suffered, being tempted, 
He is able to succour us 
when we are tempted. 

We seek no joy but Ilis, 
even that which He purchased for us upon 
the Cross. 

Therefore we trust, 
after many tears and temptations 
in this world of discipline, 
to enter into His joy, 
in the safety of Thine everlasting love. 

So do Thou in the end 

deliver us from Evil. 

While we are in the world, 
teach us to realize its sorrows, 
anxieties, sicknesses, reproaches, pains, 
as discipline for good, 
not as temptations to evil, 
even as Thou intendest them, 
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to fashion us after Thy holiness, 
in hatred of the sin which occasioned them, 
that so we may be, 
by their instrumentality, 
delivered from the evil of our natural 
condition. 

Take from us 

the blindness of our fallen nature, 
that in them we may see 
the wisdom and goodness of Thy 
Providence, 

and no longer regard as evil 
what is the means of our perfection. 
Take from us 

the weakness of our corrupt nature, 
that what we see to be good 
may be heartily accepted by us 
with thankful love, 
and profitably used by us 
for that good end which Thouhast designed 
So may the chastenings of this present 
dispensation 

work in us the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness, 

while we are exercised thereby. 

Yea ! 

deliver us thus 
from our own selves, 



for 

tie live rati i e 
from onr 
own atr- 
ruption . 



Hek xii. 
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Rom. viii. 
21 . 

For 

deliverance 
from 
Satan . 



Job ii, 6. 



Evil of 
punish- 
ment . 
Amos iii. 
6 . 

Evil of 
sin. 



Jer. x. 24. 



from our carnal will and frailty, 
that, choosing only Thy will, 
and acting boldly in Thy strength, 
we may at length attain 
to the glorious liberty of Thy children. 
1 hough the evil one tempt us, 
suffer him not to hurt us. 

Let him do what he will 
to that which is external to us, 
yet, most gracious Father, 
cause him to save our life — 
the life of our souls. 

The evil in the city, 
which is of Thy doing, 
is for the good of them that dwell therein. 
Deliver us 

from the evil in the heart, 
which is of our own doing, 
by rebellion against Thy will. 

We need chastisement 
day by day, 

even for our deliverance. 

Correct us, therefore, 

O Lord, 

but with judgement ; 
not in Thine anger, 
lest Thou bring us to nothing. 

Give us grace 
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so to humble ourselves 
under Thy mighty hand, 
that we may rise again purified, 
to escape from our bondage 
by the way of Thine appointment, 
not shutting against ourselves again, 
by stubbornness, impenitence, or pride, 
the door of liberty 
which Thou hast opened. 

Surely it is Thy will to deliver us. 
By the gift of Thy dear Son, 
as the Mediator and Redeemer, 
Who gave His life 
a ransom for many, 
that He might be the door of life 
to all who would seek Him, 

Thou hast opened, 
not for one, but for all, 
a door in heaven, 
that as man)' as will may enter in 
and may find pasture. 

Enable us to enter in 
while it is yet time, 
ere the door be shut. 

Having thus brought us 
into the liberty of grace, 
under the law of liberty, 
in Thy Holy Church, 



1 S. Pet. v. 
6 . 



S. Matt, 
xx. 28. 



Rev. iv. 1. 



S. Julm x. 

9 . 



S. Jas. i. 
* 5 - 
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For 

delive ranee 
from the 
world. 

Ileb. ix. 
28. 



hasten also the time of our deliverance 
from the hindrances of our outer nature, 
when Thy Son Jesus Christ shall appear 
again, without sin unto salvation. 

In our deliverance from the evil tendencies 
of sinful lusts 

shall Thy Name be hallowed. 

In our deliverance from the evil usurpation 
of the prince of this world 
shall Thy kingdom come. 

In our deliverance from the weakness 
of our present bondage 
shall Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. 

Deliver us, therefore, 
not only from the guilt and power of sin, 
but from all the consequences thereof, 
whereby still we are kept separate 
from the joy of perfect union with Thee, 
Whose glorious service, 
carried out according to the blessed 
inspiration of Thy love, 
is the only perfect freedom 
of any of Thy creatures. 

Evil is round us on every side 
until we behold Thee as Thou art. 
When we see Thee 
we shall be like unto Thee. 
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Set our hearts at liberty, 
even now, 

that we may run in the way of Thy 
commandments, 
however feebly. 

Our eyes are ever looking unto Thee, 
for Thou wilt pluck our feet out of the net, 
that we may not stumble. 

Bring us also out of the horrible pit of sin, 
out of the mire and clay 
of an earthly nature forsaken by Thee, 
and set our feet upon the Rock — 
the Rock of Ages — 
and keep us in the Way of holiness, 
whereby Thy ransomed ones shall return 
and come to Sion 

with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads, 

waiting for the end of their faith, 
when they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
We pray not that Thou shouldest take us 
out of the world 

while Thou hast ought to accomplish, 
whether in us by buffeting of the world, 
or by us in victory overcoming the world, 
but that Thou wouldest keep us from the 
evil, 



Ps. cxix. 
32 . 



Ps.xxv. 15. 



Ps. xl. 2. 



Isa. xxxv. 
8, 10. 



S. John 
xvii. 15. 
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2 Cor. iv. 
17 . 



2 Cor. i. 9, 
10. 



K0111. 

24. 

2 Cor. v. 4. 

Rom. xi. 
26. 



that the light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, 
may work in us a far more exceeding 
and eternal 
weight of glory. 

Though we carry ever about with us 
the sentence of death 
in our own selves, 
yet will we trust in Thee, 
for Thou raisest the dead, 
even the dead in trespasses and sins ; 
and as Thou hast delivered us from so great 
a death, 

and dost deliver, 

so we trust that Thou wilt yet deliver us. 
We thank Thee, 

O God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who dost deliver us, 

not only from the evil which is round 
about, 

but from the body of this death 
wherein now we groan, being burdened, 
until mortality be swallowed up of life. 
Out of Sion is come the Deliverer 
ordained of Thee, 

to turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 
Turn us, then, 
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O God our Saviour, 
and let Thine anger cease from us. 

If Thy Son shall make us free, 
we shall be free indeed, 
and only through Him ; 
for where the Spirit of Thy Son has been 
shed forth 
there is liberty. 

Glorify Thy Son 
in our redemption, 
that Thy Son also may glorify Thee, 
presenting unto Thee 1 1 is Bride, the 
Church, 
full of glory, 

not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing, 

holy, and without blemish, 
as Thou hast given Him power over all 
flesh, 

that He should give eternal life 
to as many as Thou hast given Him. 
Sanctify us through Thy truth, 
and bring us in the end to be with Him, 
where He is, 

and to behold Thy glory, 
being made complete in Him, 
in the knowledge of His love, 
which passeth knowledge. 



Ps. Ixxxv. 
4 - 

S. John 
viit. 36. 



The free- 
dom of 
Christians 
the glory of 
Christ. 

2 Cor. iii. 
17 

S. John 
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Eph. v. 

27 - 



S. John 
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Col. ii. 10. 
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Rev. xix. 

2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5. 

Eph. i. 5. 



So will we worship Thee, sing of Thee, 
and praise Thy Name. 

Alleluia! 

Salvation, and glory, and honour, and 
power be unto Thee, 

O Lord our God, 

Who, having created us for Thyself, 
didst not leave us in sin, 
when we had fallen, 

but hast appointed for us a covenant of 
redemption, 

ordered in all things and sure, 
having predestinated us 
unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ, 
to Thyself, 

according to the good pleasure of Thy 
will, 

to the praise of the glory of Thy grace, 
wherein Thou hast made us accepted 
in the Beloved. 

Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Expanded as a Form of Intercession 
for 

Various Classes of Men 



Our Father — 

Father of all in union with Thine only- 
begotten Son Jesus Christ. 

1. Father of all nations — 

for Thy Son Jesus Christ has made of 
Jew and Gentile one new man, giving 
Himself to be the channel of adoption for 
all. 

2. Father of rich and poor — 

for the differences of Thine outward gifts 
to us on earth affect not that eternal life 
by which we are made Thy children in 
Christ. 

3. Father of learned and unlearned — 
for Christ, Who is our Wisdom, is revealed 
unto Thy children, drawing them to Thee 
according to the meekness of their faith, 
and not according to the capacity of their 
natural understanding. 

4. Father of sick and whole — 

for Thy Son Jesus Christ came to heal 
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the sick, and to show to them that are 
whole the sickness which oppressed them 
secretly. 

5. father of old and young — 

for by Thine only Son Thou biddest 
children be brought to Thee, and Thou 
wouldest have us become children when 
we are old, that we may enter into Thine 
eternal kingdom. 

6. F ather of crowded cities and of many 
in solitude — 

for none can lose Thy special love by 
reason of the multitude thronging them, 
nor can any be forgotten of Thy love, 
however far from the sight of men. 

Our Father, which art in Heaven — 

1. Where Thou hast provided for us a 
place, that with one tongue we may sing 
Thy praises when every distinction of 
language shall have ceased. 

2. Whence Thou sheddest forth the 
true riches for the acceptance of faith, 
revealing to the rich the poverty of earth, 
if unhallowed by Thy fatherly love, and 
to the poor the all-sufficiency of Thy 
fatherly love for all who seek Thee. 

3 - Whither Thou callest us to look up 
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with the true wisdom, not suffering our- 
selves to be enchained by earthly science 
in unbelief, as if we were the children of 
earth, nor to be held down by ignorance 
in stupid sloth, as though we could not 
attain to the perception of heavenly 
truth. 

4. Wherein Thou communicatest health 
and a cure for every sickness to the 
faithful who return in penitence to Thee, 
sanctifying all pain by Thy power, and 
also dost refresh with increase of grace 
and strength those who abide in Thee 
when they are healed, to preserve them 
from future sin and more fearful punish- 
ment. 

5. Where all who attain to Thy full- 
ness shall be ripened, not in the maturity 
of earthly gifts, but in the perfect man- 
hood of Thine own Son, and none shall be 
found weakened by the decay of nature, 
but all shall rejoice in the strength of 
immortality. 

6. Where all shall be gathered together 
in visible fellowship as citizens of one 
glorious city, realizing eternal brotherhood 
one with another in the body of Thy 
Christ. 
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Hallowed be Thy Name — 

I • As the foundation of social order and 
universal happiness, giving peace now upon 
earth, so as to outshine all temporal 
aggrandizement, and perfection in unity 
hereafter to all who in Thee have learnt 
the love of their brethren. 

2. As the warrant of power for the 
accomplishment of Thy bidding by every 
one, even though all earthly means be 
wanting, and the only security of power 
to bring us to a happy issue in the use of 
worldly wealth. 

3. As the summary of all wisdom, 
revealing to the learned the deceitfulness 
of the philosophy of appearances, and to 
the unlearned also the blessedness of the 
contemplation of eternal life. 

4. As the joy of health in the com- 
munication of Thy redeeming love, which 
gradually shall bear away our sicknesses 
until we are made complete in Thy holi- 
ness. 

5. As the fountain of immortality, by 
which the trivial acts of childhood acquire 
their eternal consequence, and the greatest 
projects of mature life are shown to be 
but matters of a moment, except in so far 
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as they embody the perpetuity of Thy 
holy will. 

6. As the bond of union, overpowering 
all emotions of discord in those who dwell 
together, and revealing to those who are 
in outward loneliness the hidden sympa- 
thies of spiritual fellowship. 

Thy Kingdom come — 

1. Overthrowing all that causes separa- 
tion, and perfecting Thy saints through- 
out the whole world in the control of 1 hy 
love. 

2. Manifesting Thy righteous judge- 
ment by the apportionment of Thy gifts 
to every soul in the measure of His capa- 
city, through Thy remunerative mercy, 
according to the use which every one lias 
made of the accidental circumstances of 
the world by which Thy Providence has 
surrounded him here. 

3. Confounding the wisdom of the world 
by the revelation to all mankind of the 
hidden principles of Thy Divine govern- 
ment, which the natural heart is now 
unwilling to believe. 

4. Delivering Thy servants from the 
power which the devil now for a season 
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exercises over their body and their soul, 
that they may be set free from all im- 
purity. 

5- Giving to the young the prudence of 
the eternal Counsellor, by the wisdom of 
spiritual maturity, and to the aged the 
simplicity of the Prince of Peace, by the 
innocence of spiritual contemplation. 

6. Sanctifying outward links of inter- 
course by the operation of mutual faith, in 
united subjection to Thyself, and streng- 
thening those who are alone by the know- 
ledge that their own calling is of Thine 
appointment, who givest to them and to 
their brethren that special position in 
which they may severally contribute 
most to the good of all, by the discipline 
of their own souls to Thine obedience, 
according to Thy sovereign will. 

Thy Will be done, in Earth as it is 
in Heaven — 

1. By all of every nation, in unity and 
concord, accomplishing the work of right- 
eousness and peace ; so that all may be 
one in Thee. 

2. By the rich in poverty of spirit, and 
by the poor in the use of the riches of 
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grace ; so that the heavenly riches may be 

the satisfaction of all. 

3. By the learned, in the subjection of 

every thought to the service of 1 hy Son, 
and by the unlearned, in thankfulness for 
the teaching of Thy Holy Spirit ; so 
that all may be filled with the true 
wisdom. 

4. By the sick, in the patient endurance 
of suffering, that they may be purified, 
and by the whole, in the diligent work of 
obedience, that every energy of their nature 
may be perfected; so that both may be 
fitted for the glory of Thine elect. 

5. By the young, in submissive love to 
those whom Thou hast set over them, that 
they mav be sheltered from danger, and 
by the old, in contrite self-abasement, that 
the sins of youth may be no more imputed 
to them ; so that all may rejoice in Thy 
favour. 

6. By those who dwell with others, in 
the self-forgetfulness of brotherly charity, 
and by those who are separated from 
others, in constant adoration of Thyself ; 
so that the twofold law of charity may be 
a quickening principle of action to every 



one. 
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Give us this Day our daily Bread - 

1. That all nations may be one Bread 
and one Body, being partakers alike of the 
one Bread of heaven, the Body of Thy Son. 

2 . That the rich may know their depen- 
dence upon Thee, and the poor may know 
their security in Thee. 

3- 1 hat the learned may acknowledge 
the mystery of Thy government of the 
outer world, from Whom alone all comes, 
and the unlearned may confess Thy good- 
ness in the supply of every need. 

4- That the suffering may praise Thee 
for the bread of affliction, finding its good- 
ness as Thy gift, and the whole may devote 
their energies to the relief of others, 
acknowledging that they hold their entire 
being as a trust from Thee for the good 
of all. 

5. That the young may keep themselves 
from luxury and all that would nourish 
worldly lusts, and that the old may hunger 
more and more after righteousness. 

6. 1 hat those who dwell in communities 
may be kept from the engrossing cares of 
this world’s business, and the solitary may 
learn to rely more perfectly on Thy watch- 

, ful Providence. 
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And forgive us our Trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass 
against us — 

1. Imparting such an experimental 
knowledge of Thy reconciliation as may 
make all nations to cherish that peace 
which befits the partakers of a common 
salvation, through the mercy and atoning 
death of a common Saviour. 

2. That the rich may humble themselves 
in the love of Thy Cross, by which alone 
they can be delivered from sin, and the 
poor may realize the exaltation which 
Thy Son has purchased by His Cross for 
sinners who will repent and turn to 
Thee. 

3. That the learned may abase them- 
selves for sins committed even against 
knowledge, and the unlearned may confess 
that they are not the less guilty because 
they have been ignorant. 

4. That the sick may accept their pains 
as small, compared with the due reward 
of their sins, and the whole may praise 
Thee for sheltering them from what their 
sins deserved. 

5. That the young may be delivered 
from the continuance of passions and lusts 
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by Thine absolving grace, and the old may 
forget whatever wrongs they may have 
suffered in the knowledge of the debt 
which I hou wilt exact from the unfor- 
giving. 

6. That those who are in towns may 
act one towards another with the remem- 
brance that Thou art taking account of 
their secret dealings, and that those who 
are alone may cast aside all resentful feel- 
ings, as making them unfit to be admitted 
into the glory of Thy saints, in Thy per- 
fect love. 

And lead us not into Temptation, but 
deliver us from Evil — 

1 . From the forgetfulness of the common 
redemption, effected for all the nations of 
the earth. 

2. From the love of money, whether in 
its use or its desire. 

3. From the pride of knowledge, and 
the self-conceit of ignorance. 

4. From the murmurings of sickness, 
and the self-indulgence of health. 

5. From the ambition of youth, and the 
forgetfulness of age. 

. From the clashing interests of social 
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life, and the selfish broodings of a solitary 
estate. 

So that — 

The evil of our several earthly relation- 
ships and natural circumstances being 
done away, 

We may all attain to the freedom of 
Thy saints, to praise Thee in Thy holi- 
ness ; 

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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PARAPHRASE 

OF 

S. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Our Father, 

most holy, 

Creator, 

Redeemer, 

Saviour, 

Comforter, 

Who art in heaven, 
in angels and saints, 

enlightening them with the knowledge of 
Thyself, 

for Thou, O Lord, art light ; 
inflaming them with Thy Divine love, 
for Thou, O Lord, art love ; 
dwelling in them, so as to fill them with 
all blessing, 

for Thou, O Lord, art the chief good, 
the eternal good, 

from Whom all good things come, 

• without Whom nothing is good : 

IX 4 
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Hallowed be Thy Name, 

glorified in us by Thy revelation, 
that we may know 
the breadth of Thy benefits, 
the length of Thy promises, 
the height of Thy majesty, 
the depth of Thy judgements. 

Thy Kingdom come, 
that Thou mayest reign in us by Thy grace, 
and bring us to Thy kingdom, 
there to attain 
Thy open vision, 

Thy perfect love, 

Thy blessed fellowship, 
and Thy fruition without end. 

Thy Will be done, in Earth as 
it is in Heaven, 

First, that we may love Thee with all our 
heart, 

ever thinking of Thee, 
and with all our soul, 
ever desiring Thee, 
and with all our mind, 
directing all our intentions to Thee, 
and seeking Thy honour in all things; 
as also with all our strength, 
devoting every faculty and sense 
of mind and body 
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to the service of Thy love, 
and not to any other thing : 
and, secondly, that we may love our 
neighbours as ourselves, 
bringing them all to Thy love, 
as far as in us lies to do so ; 
rejoicing in the good of others 
as in our own, 

sympathizing with their affliction, 
and giving no offence to any. 

Give us this Day our daily Bread : 
Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
do Thou give to us to-day, 
in the remembrance — 
understanding — 
adoration — 

of the love which lie had to us, 
and of those things which He did, said, 
and suffered 
for our sakes. 

And forgive us our Trespasses, 

by Thy mercy, 

and the ineffable virtue of the Passion 
of Thy beloved Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

• * * • « 

as we forgive them that trespass 
’ against us ; 
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and since we do not forgive fully, 

O Lord, 

do Thou make us to forgive fully, 
that we may love our enemies for Thy 
sake, 

and intercede for them devoutly with 
Thee ; 

not rendering to any man evil for evil, 
but striving to be profitable to all 
men in Thee. 

And lead us not into Temptation, 

hidden or manifest, 
sudden or importunate, 

but deliver us from Evil, 

past, 

present, 

future. 

Amen. 



The Lord's Prayer paraphrased with refer- 
ence to the Seven Deadly Sins , and the 
contrary Virtues . 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, 

being glorified in the virtues of Thy 
saints, 

the tokens in them of Thine indwelling 
grace, 



1 18 



The Divine Rule 



the evidence of their adoption as Thy 
children. 

Hallowed be Thy Name, 

by the development within us of all holy 
energies, 

raising us out of the death of Sloth , 
so as to make manifest Thy power in the 
Activity of love. 

Thy Kingdom come, 

making itself to be acknowledged in 
our hearts, 

so that we may not look to this world as 
our home, 

with the rebellious craving of Avarice , 
but may depend upon Thee in godliness, 
with Contentment , 

Thy Will be done, in Earth 
as it is in Heaven, 

the flesh being subdued to the spirit, 
and the spirit purified from all affections 
alien to Thee, 

so that no uprisings of Wantonness , 
whether in flesh or in spirit, 
may prevent our joyous accomplishment 
of Thy will 
in perfect Chastity . 

Give us this Day our daily Bread, 

• sufficient for the supply of our need ; 
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and if Thou givest more than our own 
necessity, 

give us grace to minister thereof to 
the supply of others : 
so may we never allow the indulgence 
of Gluttony to interfere with our 
pious use of Thy creatures, 
according to the measure of Temperance . 
And forgive us our Trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass 
against us, 

enabling us to set a bridle upon Anger , 
that we may make manifest Thy 
gift of Patience , 

even as we hope to have pity from 
Thee. 

And lead us not into Temptation, 

lest Thy good gifts toothers prove but 
evil to ourselves, 

through our wandering after them from 
the path of Thy Providence. 

Keep us therefore from all Envy , 
and enable us in all things to find good 
for ourselves, 

as rejoicing in the good of others with 
Brotherly Love . 

So do Thou 

deliver us from Evil, 
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cutting off* from us all the occasions 
of sin, 

and mortifying within us the root 
of Pride , 

that, being perfected in Humility , 
we may be filled with Thee, 
the sovereign good, 

Who givest grace unto the lowly, 
but beholdest the proud afar off*. 
Amen. 



The Lord s Prayer paraphrased with refer- 
ence to the Seven Gifts of the Holy Ghost 
and the Beatitudes. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
Who hast shed down upon us 
the seven gifts of Thy Holy Spirit, 
to perfect in us those gracious dispositions 
which may be crowned with blessings 
in the revelation of Thine only- begotten 
Son, 

grant unto us, 

by the spirit of Thy holy fear , 
so to halloiv Thy glorious and fearful 
Name , 

i O Lord our God, 
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that, being poor in spirit , 
evermore considering our nothingness 
in Thy sight, 

we may be fitted to receive the kingdom 
of heaven when it shall be revealed. 
Grant unto us, 
by the spirit of godliness , 
so to be drawn to love Thy kingdom 
of grace, 

now coming among men, 
that in meekness 

we may be fitted to inherit the earthy 
and to reign with Ihee as kings and 
priests, 

redeemed unto Thee by the Blood of 
Christ. 

Grant unto us, 
by the spirit of knowledge , 
so to accept Thy will as our only good, 
that we may do it as it is done in heaven , 
and, mourning over those sins 
wherein we shall perceive ourselves 
to have offended, 

may be fitted to receive that comfort 
which Thou givest to the penitent, 
by the sanctifying renewal 
of the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 



Rev. v. 10. 
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Grant unto us, 

by the gift o [ghostly strength , 
so manfully to fight against the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, 
that Thou mayest give us day by day 
our daily bread y 
even the bread of heaven, 
that righteousness after which Thou seest 
us to be hungering , 
wherewith those shall be filled 
who own their strength to be derived 
from Thee, 

and in its constant exercise 
look to Thee for its supply, 

Grant unto us, 
by the gift of counsel , 
to follow Thee as beloved children, 
and walk in love, one towards 
another, 

rejecting the delusive counsels of selfish 
expediency, 

so that our trespasses may be 
forgiven , 

and we, being merciful , 
may obtain mercy , 

for our sins, negligences, and ignorances, 

, from Thee. 
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Grant unto us, 
by the gift of understanding , 
to apprehend the mystery of redeeming 
Love, 

so that, by the acceptance of the Cross, 
we may be safe from the temptations 
of the world, 
and with purity of heart , 
seeking Thee in the mortification of 
the flesh, 

may be fitted to see Thee 
when Thou, Who art hidden in weakness, 
shalt be revealed in power. 

Grant unto us, 
by the gift of wisdom , 
to consider our latter end, 
so that, acknowledging Thee to be our 
only satisfaction, 

since Thou hast set Thy glory before us 
as the end of our discipline, 
we may be delivered from the evil 
which belongs to every life 
whose end is not in Thee, 
and finding the peace 
which belongs to those 
whose minds are stayed on Thee, 
may be numbered hereafter 
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among the faithful and elect children , 
through Jesus Christ Thine only Son, 
our Wisdom, 
our Peace, 
our Saviour. 

Amen. 



The Lord's Prayer paraphrased with refer- 
ence to the I hree Theological Virtues and 
the Four Cardinal Virtues . 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, 

Who hast made us all brethren one 
of another, 

as members of Thy Son Jesus Christ, 
and partakers of a heavenly life, 
according to Thy gracious calling, 
although too often deaf to Thy call, 
and forgetful of our heavenly and eternal 
brotherhood, 

and disobedient to Thee, our Father, 
Hallowed be Thy Name, 

by the operation of Thy grace in Thy 
children, 

drawing them to a lively Faith. 

Teach us all to believe in Thee 
, as th e Fountain ol holiness and blessing. 
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Thy Kingdom come, 

by the revelation of Thy goodness, more 
and more 

perfecting us in the full assurance 
of Hope , 

until, by its final coming, 
we see Thee as Thou art. 

Teach us all to hope in Thee 
as the only T satisfaction of the desires 
of our soul. 

Thy Will be done, in Earth as it is 
in Heaven, 

by our ready acceptance of Thy 
revelation 

and co-operation with Thy gift of grace 
manifesting the fullness of our Lcn>e 
as well towards Thee, our Father, 
as towards all Thy children, our 
brethren. 

Teach us all to love I hce 
as obedient children, 
conforming our own will to I hinc. 
Give us this Day our daily Bread, 

that which is necessary for our support, 
and grace to use it with Tentperatne 
Teach us to be temperate in all tilings, 
setting our affections upon things winch 
are eternal, 
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not on earthly enjoyments, which pass 
away. 

Forgive us our Trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass 
against us. 

Since we could not naturally merit Thy 
forgiveness, 

awaken us to delight in Th y Justice, 
and carefully to fulfil those conditions 
which Thou hast justly attached to Thy 
gift of grace. 

Teach us to remember that we are bound 
in justice to forgive our brethren, 
because we have received such 
free forgiveness from Thee our Father. 

Lead us not into Temptation 
so as to be ensnared by the pleasures of 
the world, 

but grant that we may all resist our 
besetting sin with Fortitude . 

Teach us to fight manfully, every one, 
against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. 

Finally, 

deliver us from Evil, 

that we may praise Thee for the mystery 
of our Redemption, 

, serving Thee in wisdom and Prudence . 



OK PHAVH 



I I? 



Teach us to be so pniilnH In lh«» 
affairs of life, 

directing our actions wisely «<• I In i ' 1 
as their only end, 

that we may attain the liberty of I by 
children, 

and worship Thee as our Father for evi i 
Amen. 
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